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/ CONGRATULATIONS . \ 

/ Pakistan International Airfines 

in Amman, represented by its 
regional director and all staff 
members, extends cordial 
congratulations to 

His Majesty King Hussein Jr 

for his recovery from the surgery . vIvSKsK'I i 

■he underwent We implore (?od I yf^ S 
IQ protect him. bless him, and * / F|riS*\oi t-B/ . 

keep him. in good health. We . \si . 

hope that soon he will return sJ .1 lLv...lPlui» 

home safe and healthy to lead our dear Jordan to further progress 
^ and prosperity and to continue to support the causes of our J 
X. '■ • • Arab and • Islamic nation. • • 
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Jordan wins gold In 

Hilgbjump 

• . •*. 

? is ittMAN (J.T.) — Jordan’s Soad 
!s tUddad Sunday won the first 
old medal for the Kingdom in 
he seventh Arab Gaines held in 
Damascus. Ms. Haddad, 21, won 
3^ fie medal in women’s high jump 
liter dealing 169 centimetres. 
Ghada Shu’a’, and Hala 
Saqqa- won die silver and 
f Honze medals respectively in the' 
^ co m peti tion. Ms. Haddad, who 
Gaudies physical education at Yar- 

- noak University, is Jordan's 
'^tampion in the long and high 
“ ‘/ump, On Saturday, -Jordan defe- 
nded Egypt 82-80 in foe basketball 
*■? dtamfdonship. Jordan, holder of 
; l -[he last championship's tide, will 
^Monday meet Saudi Arabia in its 
‘- second match. 

Missionaries 
expelled from Juba 

.. .ROME (AP) — Security forces in 
^ Sudan have expelled the reraain- 
ing foreign Roman’ Catholic mis- 
^ sionaries! horn the southern 
i. Sudanese city of Joba, the Cqm- 
, • boni Order said. The Rev. Joseph 
... Br^gotti, a spokesman for die 
.- order of missionaries, said secur- 

- ity -forces expelled the last five 
Comboni Sisters and ax Comboni 

•_ fathers and brothers from the 
1 besieged city. Saturday. Security 
forces, who put the missionaries . 
on a flight to tbe Sudanese capital 
_ Khartoum, gaye them a written 
Z order that specified the safety of 

- die missionaries was the reason 
•; for tbe expulsions. Rev. Bragotti 

said in a statement. He said he 

- (fid not yet have a copy of - the 
expulsion order. 

Itoenadi dying hi Sudan's for: , 
gotten war, page 2 I 

Free medicine draws 
, long lines in Israel 

■ TEL AVIV (AP)' — Thousands 
... of Israelis lined up Sunday at ' 

pharmacies run by the country's 

- largest health service after health 
workers began dispe nsin g medi- 

... dne free to protest not getting 
_• their wages.. “Is it really free?” 

: asked Tiom Nadab, 44,- who was 

- getting medication for his' sick 
father, at a pharmacy, one of 350 

■: ran by the run by . the debt-ridden ! 
Kupat Hotim health fund. “It 
sure is fine," answered Lubak 
Sbenfcar, 36, who has worked 18 i 
years for die Kupat HoHm. *T 
hope this will put some press- j 
me on them to pay ns." - . 

Shepherd killed near 
Israeli army base - 

... rEL AVIV (AP) — , An Arab 
7: shepherd was killed and a young 
. Doy wounded Sunday when a 
discarded explosive device blew 
xp near an army camp in the 

■ - occupied West Bank, the army 

iaid. Tbe shepherd. Mohammad 
; . Yunis Rasbidieh of tbe village of 
Iekoa, apparently set off the 
, ^last by handling the device, an 
7- ■, irCy statement said. An uniden- 
ified 10-year-old boy with Rashi- 
. fieh was slightly wounded, the 
• irmy said. 

16 held in Algiers in 
plotagainst state’ 

ALGIERS (R) Security forces 

- rave arrested 16 men belonging 
o the. armed Islamic movement 
md* charged them with conspira- 
^ against the state, Algiers 

7 Radio said Sunday. Tbe max- 
% mum penalty is death. More than 
100 kilogrammes of gunpowder, 

: 112 home-made bombs, weapons 
' utf ammunition were also seized. 

- rhe radio (fid not say when die 
7 uen-wert arrested. The group, 
i before court in the Saharan 
,, Tesfcrt town of Ouargla, was 
,v Heviously headed by Djediaa 
. Zakaria, a military prosecutor 
old the official news a/^ncy 
: dkPS.-Zakaria was jailed last May 
for 20 years after a trial in which 
13 men were sentenced to death. 
Fbey were found guilty of con- - 
{piracy and sabotage against the 
date after a raid last year on a 
border post in which three young 
" guardsmen were killed and muti- 
lated. No executions have been 
announced. 

Israeli woman kills 
herself with mask 

' AVIV (R) — A 51-year-old 
i- Israeli woman committed suicide 
Saturday by choking herself with 
a gas mask, a police spokesman 
,< too. Tbe woman, found dead in 
her home in the occupied Jeru- 
salem area by relatives, left a 
note making dear she fcflied her- 
self. 1 


Brotherhood, Shbeilat’s 
lawyer and wife step up 
campaign to release him 



AMMAN — The Muslim 
j Brotherhood Sunday demanded 
the release of Parliament mem- 
bers Laith Sfabeiiat and Yacoub 
Qarrasb, recently arrested oil 
charges of possessing explosives 
and forming an illegal organisa- 
tion respectively. 

In r statement distributed to 
tbe press, the Muslim Brother- 
hood also demanded that de- 
puties he treated on equal footing 
with monsters. Serving or former 
ministers could be prosecuted 
only with a two-thirds majority 
“yes” vote In the Lower Htiuse. 
• For the first time ever the 
Brotherhood called for amending 
the relevant articles of the Con- 
stitution pertaining to indictment 
of ministers and deputies. 

“Tbe Brotherhood deputies, 
pained by the arrest of two of 
their colleague^, look forward to 
a Constitutional amendment tftat 
guarantees equal treatment? - of 
ministers and deputies, the state- 
ment said. 

The movement asserted its be- 
lief that the security of the coun- 
try and of people should be pro- 
tected against any . aggression 
from any quarter. “But, they (tbe 
Brotherhood) reject the use of 
this belief as an umbrella to 
violate, people^ freedoms.”- 

The statement said the 
Brotherhood was offended- to 
hear 'that Deputy Sbbeiiat was 
transported from the prison to 
tire court in a prison van with his 


hands in cuffs. 

Mr. Sbbeiiat has been- at odds 
with the Brotherhood over priori- 
ties at Parliament. On many occa- 
sions in tbe past three years he 
used tbe House floor to lash at his 
fellow bianB Sts, accusing them of 
going after power juid, urging 
diem to amend the Constitution. 

The Brotherhood's statement 
urged tbe authorities to fairly 
treat tbe two deputies and called 
on the media to be fair and 
accurate in reporting on the case. 

Following is the text of tbe 
statement: 

“The Muslim Brotherhood was 
surprised, as were most members 
of the public, by the arrest of 
deputies Laith Sbbeiiat and 
Yaconb Qarrasb, who were 
arrested shortly after the termina- 
tion of the Parliament's extraor- 
dinary session (Aug. 26) by virtue 
of a Royal Decree. • . 

*“1116 arrest has prompted 
observers to -feel that something 
had been arranged in advance but 
was pot off nntO the adjournment 
of die extraordinary session so 
that there would be- no need for 
procedures to lift the paxtiamen- 
"tary i mmu n i ty from the two de- 
puties before their arrest. % 

“The arrest, of two deputies 
came dose on the beds of a 
parliamentary probe info finan- 
cial and' administrative corrixp- - 
don. This kid many people to fink 
die debates (oyer corruption) 
pKffeanedSidajd^sbedie 
case it would mean that we. are. 
feeing a very dangerous situation 


making it extremely difficult for 
Parliament to tackle corruption 
cases in the future. 

“The Muslim Brotherhood de- 
puties in Parliament are surprised 
at the manner in which tbe local 
media dealt with this case. The 
media has blown the (mestion out 
of all proportions ana acted in a 
manner that showed glee over the 
arrest, with some of them mating 
the public against tbe deputies. 
The Muslim Brotherhood is 
wondering who could benefit 
from this situation and from this 
media campaign. Does this cam- 
paign serve the democratic pro- 
cess in Jordan, or tbe national 
unity and our drive to achieve 
comprehensive development 
Which we aspire? 

VThe. Muslim Brotherhood 
stresses ... the legal principle that 
everybody remains innocent rmtil 
proven guilty. Therefore die bloc 
demands that the .two deputies' 
enjoy fmr trial' and that they be 
released on bail. 

“The' Muslim Brotherhood 
does. not consider a . member of 
Parliament as an ordinary person 
who could be easily arrested. 
Even if immunity has been lifted 

he still. enjoys popular immunity 
invested in. trim by the people 
.who elected him to. Parfiarnent. 
Immunity should, only be lifted 
cnipe the fair judiciary establishes 
that he-is'nZft wOTtiiy of immun- 
ity- V . ' ■ • 

“Pained at the **13* tf theft 
(C outinuu l ob page 4); 




Non-aligned summit ends with 
assertion movement still relevant j 


I* JAKARTA ( Agencies ) — Tbe 
Non- Aligned Movement (NAM) 
ended its first summit of a one- 
| superpower world Sunday after 
1 finally reaching agreement on- 
how to respond to the bloodshed 
in Bosom, one of tbe legacies of 
.commumnn's European demise. 

Muslim nations won a lengthy 
battle to have members condemn 
Serbs by name for atrocities in 
. the former Yugoslav republic de- 
spite bitter protests' from Bel- 
grade and objections from Afri- 
can states. 

Iraq was the other big loser of 
the sax-day summit, failing to stir 
public support for its campaign 
against the “no-fly” zone and 
U.N. sanctions. 

The dosing sesszon of tire 108- 
member movement, whose mem- 
bers and observer nations repr- 
sent two-thuds of tire world's 
people, had to be postponed live 
horns while delegates tried to 
settle the dispute on Bosnia. 

“I'd Kke to believe flat tins 
summit has dispelled whatever 


lingering doubts there may be 
that there is no relevance of the- 
Non- Aligned Movement in the 
world today-," Indonesian Fore-' 
ign Minister Ati Abrtas said at the 
aid 'of the six-day meeting. 

The movement was founded in 
1961 to act as a counterweight to 
the two superpowers. Host In- 
donesia had tried to steer it away 
frota the confrontation with tbe ' 
West that marked much of its 31 
years and into improving tbe .eco- 
nomic lot of its mostly developing 
members. 

“The fete and fortunes of the 
north and south are inextricably 
intertwined,” Indonesian Presi- 
dent Suharto tokl the dosing 
session. 

“Sustained economic develop- 
ment in the North is not posable 
in the absence of stability and 
development in the South. The 
countries of the South cannot 
achieve their development goals 
without the conducive global en- 
vironment that the pohdes of the 
North should provide. 


“It therefore makes good eco- 
nomic sense for both sides to sit 
down and discuss how they are to 
iqanage the massive changes in 
international relations in the de- 
cades ahead," -be said. 

A “Jakarta Message” pro- 
duced by the summit urges re- 
forms tq, democratise the United 
Nations. It commits itself to re- 
spect hnman rigfits but rejects' 
a tte mp t s to impose Western con- 
cepts on rights, particularly When 
tied to aid — an especially sore 
point. 

It Calls for the West’s help in 
debt relief, fairer commodity 
prices and an improved interna- 
tional trade structure. 

Member countries could also 
help themselves more by cooper- 
ating in food production, popula- 
tion control, trade and invest- 
ment. There should be a “new 
global partnership” to balance 
the needs of e nv iron m ent and 
development. 

(Continued on_ page 8) 


Muslims flock to vote as Lebanon 
completes first polls in 20 years 


AFTA JEBEL, Lebanon (Agen- 
cies) — Voters crowded polling 
stations amid tight security in 
South Lebanon Sunday during 
the final stage of tha country’s 
first parliamentary elections in 20 
yean. 

Officials said more titan 50 per 
cent of 500,000 eligible voters 
cast ballots in the southern dries 
of Sidon, T^re and Nabatiyeh and 
sonomdfflg villages, where 131 
candidate* vied for 23 seats. 

It was tbe heaviest turnout in 
die three-tier elections, which 
were boycotted by right-wing 
ChzstiansoftbeMaxoniteCatbo- 
lic sect who have dominated pow- 
er since Lebanon's independence 
I -from France in 1943. 

Two previous rounds of elec- 
tions were held Aug. 23 and Ang. 
30 in northern and central regions 
for the 128-seat parliament, 
which wi& be hatf-Cnristian and 
half-Muslim. Turnout averaged 
less than 30 per cent. 

■ Mu sl im have 

won 14 seals and were expected 
to c apt ur e four more Sunday. 
Officials said ballot counting 
would take more than 24 boors. 

Pofice said they bad no reports 


of violence from the 10 hours of 
balloting that began at 7 a-m. 
(04 00 GMT ) despite initials fears 
that supporters of moderates, and 
anti-Israel factions would dash. 

Only four election-linked - 
deaths were reported in the two 
previous rounds, a low figure in a 
country recuperating from a dv3 
war that claimed 150,000 lives. 

Parliamentary elections were 
last held in 1972. The 15-year civil 
war that, erupted in 1975 pre- 
vented any nation-wide vote. 

An Israeli-backed militia stop- 
ped anyone leaving Israel’s 
“security zone” in the south, 
foiling government hopes that its 
residents would vote in U.N.- 
hekl territory. 

Officials reported a high tnrn- 
out in Sidon, Nab itiych and Tyre 
where thousands Of Lebanese sol- 
diers in tanks and armoured 
troop carriers patrofled roads, 
guarded polling stations and sear- 
ched cars and voters for arms. 

The army said it was the tight- 
est security in the south for yens. 
Some 2^00 policemen were also 
deployed across the south. 

The pro-Iranian fundamental- 
ist HizboHah (Party of God), 


bolstered by a landslide victory in 
eastern Lebanon two weeks' ago 
and strong showing in Beirut last 
Sunday, appeared the best orga- 
nised party. 

“The battle is between the' re- 
sistance and Israel,” said a poster 
on a bus ferrying voters to the 
village of Tibhine for HizboOah, 
which has formed a strong coah- 
tion ha nding its forma 1 rivals 
from the secular Aural move- 
ment 

“Lebanon has two enemies: 
Traditional leaders and brad,” 
said an Amal banner on a car 
with a loudspeaker urging voters 
to vote to end the hold by feudal 
chieftains on Lebanese politics. 

“We want representatives wjro 
were with us during the hard 
times,” said Shute voter Moham- 
mad Khalil, 26. “Not the same 
representatives we hear from or 
see only once every 20 years,” 

Prime NGmster Rashid A1 Solh 
said the elections in tbe south 
were being held in a “very quiet 
and normal atmosphere.” 

But Christian Maromte Pat- 
riarch Nasrallah Butros Sfeir, 

(Ciltawd on pap 9) 


Laith Sfabeflat 

Deputy’s 
wife says 
he did not 
believe in 
violence 

By Sum Atiyeh 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The wife of de- 
famed Deputy Laith Shbeilat said 
Sanday that she was sure of her 
.husband’s innocence and that he. 
was peaceful and nonviolent by' 
nature. 

Rima Shbeflat, speaking at a 
press conference, one day after 
Mr. Shbeilat was charged with 
transport and possession of ex- 

- plosives, said that her husband's 
“ways and principles are peaceful 
ahdtnstittttfonaf* arid “Ids perso- 
natity. rejects -violence as a means 
of behaviour.” ", * 

Mrs. Shbeilat. who read from a 

‘ (CMptiBued os page 8) 

Arabs lost 
$620b in 
Gulf war 

ABU DHABI. (AP) — Arab 
states sustained a loss qf $62) 
faalfioo because of tire Iraqi inva- 
sion of Kuwait and subsequent 
. Gulf war, according to a draft 
analysis released Sunday. 

. The summary of tbe Arab eco- 
nomic report for 1992 was made 
available at an Arab financial 
gathering here. 

The report -is the leadmg'eco- 
nomic reference -for the Arab 
World and is prepared jointly by 
the Arab League, tbe Arab 
Monetary Fund, the Arab Fkmd 
for Economic and Social De- 
velopment and the Organisation 
of Arab' Petroleum Exporting 
Countries. 

It incorporates data for all 21 
members of the Arab League, 
nutating the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). 

The aggregate lorn of $620 b&- 
fiou took into account infrastruc- 
ture damage set-backs to econo- 
mic development and defence 
outlays, the report said. 
Destruction of infrastructure 

— which would include offices, 
factories, roads and telecom- 
municatioas systems — translated 
into a loss of $160 tnllion for 
Kuwait and $190 billion for Iraq, 
the report said. 

R development was sharp- 
ly set back in Kuwait and Iraq 
and, to a loser degree, in room 
neighbouring countries. R Esti- 
mated the total at S185 billion, 
but gave no breakdown. 

The report put Arab govern- j 
_ment spending for Operation Qe- I 
"sert Shield and Operation Desert ! 
Storm at $84 bOHon. 

It gave no breakdown, but tbe 
bulk of the defence expenses 
were paid by Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait and the United Arab 
Emirates. 

Tbe report also blamed tbe 
Gulf crisis for a sharp slowdown 
.m growth in the Arab World. 

The Arab economy grew- an 
average of three, per cent a year 
from 1986-88, and five per cent in 
1989. But gross nationaT product, 
which is a measure of the value of 
all goods and services produced, 
confracted 12 per cent in 1990 
and seven per cent in 1991, the 
report said. 

The report said inflation rates 
in the Arab countries reached 20 

(Coatinwcd on page f) 
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UNEP 
warns of 
toxic 
dumping 
in Somalia 

NAIROBI (AP). — The U.N. 
environment chief says some Ita- 
lian companies plan to ' p rofit 
from tiie chaos in Somalia by 
illegally damping tone wastes 
there. 

Meanwhile, U.S. air force car- 
go planes delivered emergency 
food Sunday to eastern Kenya 
and to two villages in Somalia, 
where officials say the famine 
threatening millions is worsening. 

The comments by Mostafe Tol- 
ba, head of the Nairobi-based 
U.N. Environmental .Programme 
(UNEP) were reported Sunday in 
the English-language Sunday Na- 
tion newspaper, and confirmed 
by an aide. Mr. Tolba spoke 
Friday at the International Cen- 

(Contiuned on page 8) 

SoauUs return to Dunns wife 

h ° PCS * * Mge 2 , A child bolds its mother at a feeding centre at Badcra, 'Somalia, as 

UJ4. effort is Tastchance** page 4 they await the arrival of food suppBes . 

Iraq is withholding names of 
nuclear suppliers - inspector 



BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq 
still refills to reveal foreign sup* 
pliers to its nuclear weapons 
programme, a serious “stumbling 
Mods” to fall compliance with 
Security Council resolutions, tbe 
leader of a U.N. inspection team 
said Sunday. 

The team carried out its final 
inspection' Sunday -after a week 
inside Iraq. 

Iraqi treatment of the team — 
the test some the allied no-fly 
zone was imposed oh southern 
Iraq Ang. 27 — was considered a 
test of Iraq’s cooperation with the 
United Nations.. 

Team leader Manrizio Zif- 
ferero, speaking cm the eve of the 
team’s departure, said coopera- 
tion had been good. He also said 
progress was being made m 
_ ranging long-term monitoring 
to ensure that. Iraq never again 
tries to develop a nuclear bomb. 

“The atmosphere is very posi- 
tive and constructive on both 
sides,” said Mr. Zifferero, an 
Italian who works for the Interna- 


tional Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA). "But I hftve -not re- 
ceived any information (on pro- 
curement) and I certainly will 
Continue to .press for it. 

“I hope they understand it is in 
their best interest to provide this 
information because this is one of 
the remaining stumbling blocks,” 
he said. “A major one.” 

The IAEA, a U.-N. agency, is 
part of the inspection p r ogr am me 
to tmcpver and efiminate Iraq's 
weapons of mass destruction; one 
of the terms of the Security Coun- 
cil resolutions ending the Golf 
war. 

The agency insists that. Iraq 
provide a list of imports and 
foreign suppliers .before it can 
give Iraq a dean bill of health on 
its weapons programmes'. 

Mr. Zi fferero said the procure- 
ment information was very im- 
portant “because it gives us a 
possibility of checking what they 
have tokl us, and they realise 
nns. 

The Iraqis have maintained 


Israel plans to spend 
$1 billion on settlements 


vm9 


TEL AVIV (R) — A member of 
die ruling coalition iu Israel said 
Sunday the ’1993 budget allocated 
$1 billion to Jewish settlements in 
the occupied territories. 

Deputy Housing Minister Ran 
Cohen of the Mcretz allianc e 
gave the figure and said oh 
group, tbe second largest in gov- 
ernment after the Labour Party 
of Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
opposed the proposal. 

‘There are US bflh'on shekels 
(SI billion) committed to buying 
neatly 11,000 units in the occu- 
pied territories and for infrastruc- 
ture, roads, fighting,” he told* 
Reuters. 

“According to this budget, 
there is a slight change and not an 
absolute halt to settlement in the 
occupied territories. In my opin- 
ion it is not enough,” be added. 

Meretz favours a Palestinian 
state in the occupied territories — 
a policy opposed by Labour. 

Spending on settlements is dif- 
ficult to assess.' because tire fi- 
nance and housing ministries re- 
fuse to say how the housing 
budget is shared between Israel 
and the occupied territories. . 

No c o mparative figure is avail- 
able for this year bot Peace Now, 
the largest peace movement, said 
the figure for 1991 was 25 billion, 
shekels ($1.1 billion at the 1991 
exchange rate). 

Finance Minister Abraham 
Sbobat submitted a 97.6-b3Iioa 
shekel ($40.6-billion) draft 
budget to cabinet debus Sunday. 
It must pass parfiarnent by Dec. 
31 in time for the start of the 
financial year on Jan. 1, 

Critics have accused Mr. Rabb 


of breaking bis promise to make 
drastic cuts in spending on settle- 
ments, which boomed under his 
predecessor Yitzhak Shamir, and 
reorder priorities to reduce un- 
employment from 11 per cent. 

Mr. Cohen said the money for 
Jewish settlements should be 
poured into investments that 
would create jobs. 

“The budget proposal is nearly- 
a copy of budget proposals pre- 
sented by the Likud govern- 
ments," he added.. 

Mr. Shamir’s Likud lavished 
money on settlements in the hope 
of Mocking any land-for-peace 
deal with die Arabs. 

Mr. Rabin says he has frozen 
all new settlements in the occu- 
pied territories — about 6,000 
planned units — bat, citing costly 
legal obstacles, is allowing buil- 
ders to complete about 31,000 
units already under construction. 

Because of the policy change 
U.S. President George Bosh has 
offered to support Mr. Rabin’s 
request that tbe United States 
guarantee loans to Israel worth 
$10. billion. 

Mr. Bush .withheld the loan 
guarantees from Likud because 
of Mr. Shamir’s settlements poli- 
cy. 

Mr. Sbohafs proposal slashes- 
the housing budget for 1993 to 72 
bilfion shekels ($3 billion), a third 
less than in 1992. 

TVeasmy official* conceded the 
change in priorities was darely 
perceptible but said they bad not 
had time to p repa re the budget 
Tbe proposal forecasts unem- 
pfoyment wiD drop slightly from 
11.1 per cent in 1992 to 10.7 per 
cent in 1993. 


that they have a moral commit- 
ment tq businesses Baghdad has 
dealt with not to' disclose those 
dealings. They also say the in- 
formation would expose scientists 
and others who worked on . Iraq's 
nuclear research to assassination 
by Israeli agents, which they say 
has occurred- in other cases. 

As Mr. Zifferero spoke, mem- 
bers Of his team maHp. a f inal 

inspection at A 1 Sbergat, a nuc- 
lear development site 300 
kilometres north of Baghdad. 
The team was taking environ- 
mental -samples, Mr. Zifferero 
said, but be did not elaborate. 

Mr. Zifferero commented to 
reporters after a day of technical 
meetings with Iraqi officials ab- ' 
out long-term monitoring. Ses- 
sions were continuing Sunday 
night. ‘ 

A chemical weapons - team, 
meanwhile, returned from cbeck- 

• (Continued on page 8) 

Iraq doubles monthly rations, 4 
page 2 

Mediators 
give deadline 
for Serbs on 
heavy arms 

GENEVA (AP) — Peace nego- 
tiators demanded Sunday that. 
Serb forces besieging four key - 
cities, in Bosnia-Herzegovina 
place all their heavy guns under 
U.N. supervision within a week." 

Tbe statement was released by - 
Cyrus Vance and Lord Owen, 
who chair the conference on 
peace for the former Yugoslavia. 

It said they expect Bosnian Serb 
leader Radovan Karadzic to place 
aQ Ms forces'' heavy weapons 
around Sarajevo, Buiac, Jajce- . 
and Gorazde under supervision 
of U.N. military observers ‘by . 

The Serbs’ huge superiority in 
weapons and their willingness to 
use them agamy! civilian targets is 
seen as one of the principal 
reasons for the collapse of some 
40 earlier Bosnian ceasefires. 

Tbe agreement would apply 
only to the guns held by Serbian : 
forces in the vicinity of the four 
dries, and not at other locations 
throughout the war-torn republic, 
U.N. spokesman Fred Eck- 
hard said. 

The weapons would include 
tanks, multiple rocket launchers," 
82-millimetre mortars and field 
guns of lOO^millnnetre calibre or 
more. • . * 

More than 8,000 people have 
died — some estimates say up to. 
35,000 — in Bosnia's tivxl war, 
which began after Muslims, and 
Croats voted for independence, 
'from Serb-dominated Yugoslavia 
on* Feb. 29 (ace pagelfiL 


Middle East News 


Thousands dying in 


Sudan’s forgotten war 


By Dalia Baligh 

The Associated Press 


KHARTOUM — Internation- 
al aid is pouring into Somalia 
after pictures of war and 
famine there captured world 

attention. 

A . similar war has been 
ravaging southern. Sudan for 
nine t yearS. forgotten but for 
bridf bursts of international 
attention. The fighting and 
war-induced famine there have 
claimed hundreds of thousands 
of lives. 

“My own perspective is that 
the world has not forgotten. 
They never knew about this 
silent war. The world is in- 
terested about Sarajevo and 
Mogadishu, but Sudan is not 
on die agenda.” said Reverend 
Roger Schrock of the New 
Sudan Council of Churches, 
based in Nairobi, Kenya. 

Sudan’s estimated 28 million 
people are among the world's 
poorest. U.N. relief began to 
reach the country in 1991 when 
hunger threatened more than 
one-third of the population. 

At the root of the famine is a 
civil war that has intensified 
under the three-year-old Isla- 
mic military government of 
Omar Hassan AI Bashir. 

Persecution by the govern- 
ment of the south has redou- 
bled under his watch, fanning 
the flames of the nine-year-old 
southern rebellion. 

The government seems in- 
tent on keeping out any witnes- 
ses who might report on the 
atrocities. Access to trouble 
spots for relief organisations 
and reporters has been cur- 
tailed. 

A government offensive 
.since last February against the 
rebel Sudan People’s Libera- 
tion Army (SPLA) has forced 
hun- 
dreds of thousands of people 
out of their homes. They join 
more thair.half of the south's 
six million people who already 
have fled the fighting and the 
food shortages. 

They arrive in northern 


States exhausted and destitute, 
suffering acute malnutrition 
and sickness. In one camp of 
7.000 in ■ Al Mai ram, 500 . 
kilometres south of Khartoum. ■ 
20 people die daily. In another 
larger camp nearby, 5,000 have 
died since May^They are total- 
ly dependent on international 
relief food.. . 

•'Somalia is a fullblown 
famine now,” said Bruce Men- 
ser, Sudan programme director 
at World Vision, an 


Organisation accused the gov- 
ernment of trying to destroy 
the Nubans as an independent 
people. Tribesmen, the group 
Said, were massacred, subject 
to arbitrary arrests, and ship- 
ped of their land, Africa Watch 


Witness reports filtering 
ack to Khartoum talk of 


international relief agency 
based in Nairobi. “The people 
in south Sudan are okay now, 
but if the pipeline of food is 
cut. they will immediately go 
into a crisis situation because 
there are no stocks at all.” 

Relief workers in Khartoum, 
who spoke on condition they 
not be named, said thousands 
are dying already, but the 
tragedy was being ignored be- 
cause the regime had sue- 
ceeded in keeping it off the 
world's television screens. 

Food donated by the inter- 
national community is arriving 
in Sudan, but because of secur- 
ity problems, getting it to the 
hungry people is very difficult. 
Fighting has repeatedly inter- 
rupted a U.N. airlift to the 
southern provincial capital, 
Juba, whose population relies 
solely on airlifted food for sur- 
vival. 

The focus has most recently 
turned to the estimated one 
million African Christian and 
amidst residents of the Nuba 
mountains m south ceutrai 
Sudan, The government has- 
cracked down on them for sup- 
porting the SPLA and the re- 
bels have kidnapped leaders 
who refused to cooperate with 
them. 

“We bear second hand that 
50 per cent of the population in 
the Nuba mountains have' 
moved, either voluntarily or 
no’n-voluntarily,” Mr. Schrock • 
said. “Anyone who is non- 
Muslim is a secdnd-class 
citizen. 

In 1990, the independent ' 
Africa Watch Human Rights 


back to Khartoum talk of 
- forced movement of Nubans in 
military trades by night since 
June. They speak of between 
17,000 to 45.000 Nubans being 
moved to “peace camps” in 
northern Kordofan where they 
are forced to work as cheap 
labour in agricultural farms. ■ 

According to one witness 
account, many Nubans arrive 
at the camps dead or as living 
skeletons. Some p of the ‘men 
. were more than two metres tall 
and weigh no more than 30 
kilogrammes. 

The government denies it is 
carrying out an orchestrated 
campaign against the Nubans. 
“There are military operations 
in the area but it is not a 
movement by the government 
to move the Nubans,” In- 
formation Minister Suliman 
Mohammad' Suiiman told the 
Associated pres. 

Colonel Suliman emphati- 
cally denied that the govern- 
ment persecuted anyone on the 
basis of religion or ethnic back- 
ground and said aid was given 
to all die needy. 

Mr. Schrock of the New 
Sudan Council of Churches 
said the gqyenunent recently 
expelled 10 foreign clergymen 
from Juba and is harassing 
others. Mr. Schrock also said 
the Islamic government was 
nring food to convert Christians 
and animists- 

Wben the 'government re* 
cently took over Kapoeta from 
the rebels, all young men were 
told they had to be circumcised . 
and declare they are. Muslims 
before- they were given food, 
he said. And in another south- 
ern provincial capita!. Maiak- 
al, newly arrived refugees are 
told they cannot get food until 
they become Muslim, be said. 


Somalis return to their 
farms hoping for a miracle 


By Mort Rosen Mum 

The Associated Press 


AFGOI, Somalia ~ 
Haunted-eyed hordes are on 
the road in search of food, 
.but Kasin Ahmad Haidar, 
saved from near death by 
Red Cross ood aid. is headed 
home to try to farm. 

With his irrigation pumps 
looted, seed gone and thugs 
waiting to steal crops, Haidar 
knows it will take a miracle to 
grow food again. He hopes 
for one. 

“We were too weak even 
to move,” said Haidar, as his 
family paused on a 65- 
kiiometre trek to what re- 
mains of his 10-hectare farm. 
“Now we’re strong, and we 
must try again." 

•As most relief workers 
straggle to feed more than 
one million starving Somalis, 
others race to get seed and 
tools to farmers like Haidar 
before the October rainy sea- 
son. For every Somali who 
farms, aid specialists say, two 
families will eat. 

War and famine swept 
most formers off the lands 
between the Shebele and 
Juba rivers, lands rich 
enough to feed all of Soma- 
lia. Looters stole the pumps 
and pipes. Neglect did. the 
rest. 

To form again, Haidar and 
50 others will have to dig a 


ditch armpit-deep and .five 
kilometres long to water their 
fields, once flooded by a 
pump. 

First be had to get home, 
he said while walked through ' 
this riverside' town 24 
kilometres north of his vil- 
lage. 

“We’ll get seed some- 
where, maybe just vegetables 
at first, if we can find a hoe,” ■ 
said Haidar, balancing on bis . 
head a straw basket of bat- 
tered pans and diarrhoea 
medicine, Ifoout all be had 
left. 

His wife ‘carried the rest, a . 
roll of dirty bedding, a few 
rags to wear and their year- . 
old son. 

Private agencies and the 
U.N. Children's Fund (UN- ' 
ICEF) are hurrying to help 
thousands of formers Hire 
Haidar plant seed before the 
cor'ing season of light rains, 
which has started early. 

“It’s been the best season 
in bloody years, and formers 
haven't got any seeds,” said 
David Shearer, a New Zealan- 
der working for Save the 
Children of Britain. ! 

Beyond providing seed and 
tools for this planting season,' 
relief workers- want to reha- 
bilitate irrigation systems be- 
fore the ' heavier February 
rains, if they come. 

Somalia was nearly self- 
sufficient in food m ‘ 1972, 


Mien its population, now 6.5 
million, was much smaller.. 


if me fertile lands between 
the two southern rivers are 
folly developed and an 
efficient .^marketing system . 
put in place: 

But that would take years 
of orderly development, a 
distant dream in. Somalia 
today. 

For now, the -biggiesit prob- 
lem is security, anditis out of 
the formers’ bands. 

Along the Lower Shebele 
near Afgoi, destitute families 
watch useless weeds grow in 
their fields and beg for grain 
in the local market, well- 
stocked with looted food aid. 

“How can we plant when 
people with guns will only 
come take it?” asked Kadija 
Adam, a young motiier who 
feeds her three children by 
digging grass from a field to 
sell as fodder. 


A long day’s work brings 
x the equivalent of 20 U.S. 


her the equivalent of 20 U.S. 
cents. 

“We fear they will come 
again,” she said. “They take 
everything, even our 
clothes." 

In the short term, relief 
Officials admit that the 
powerful are likely to benefit 
most from the rehabilitation 
of forms since- they own the 
pumps and die tractors 
needed to dredge out (fitches- 


Gulf 


states 
to consult 


Egypt, 

Syria 


DUBAI (R) — Foreign ministers 
of ■ the six Gulf Arab- oil states 
meet Monday to prepare for talks 
two days later with Egypt and 
Syria on bow to try io breathe 
new life into a troubled regional 
security pad. 

The ministers are from the 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
states — Bahrain, Kuwait, 
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAL) — and. their meeting will 
be in the Saudi Red Sea port of 
Jeddah. 

The dominant question is how 
to accommodate Egypt and-Syria, 
the two major Arab allies in the 
war for the liberation of Kuwait 
Jrom Iraqi rale early last year. 
Gulf diplomats said. 

A month after Iraqi troops 
were expelled from Kuwait in 
February last year, the GCC 
states and their two Arab allies 
signed an agreement known as 
the “Damascus Declaration,” 
hailed at the time as a model for 
future Arab cooperation. 

It was meant to ally the two 
populous, poor but militarily 
powerful Arab states with the 
wealthy but thinly populated na- 
tions of the Guff. 

The GCC insists the pact is 
alive and well but none of its 
major provirions have been im- 
plemented. 

Kuwait, which was supposed to 
host the vanguard of the regional 
security force composed mainly 
of Egyptian and Syrian troops, 
said it would make its own bi- 
lateral arrangements with allies. 
The Only arrangements it has 
made so for have been with West- 
ern powers like the United Stales 
and Britain . 

Iran, the GCCs powerful and 
touchy neighbour across the Gulf 
objected strongly to Arab states 
from outside the Guff contribut- 


ing to the defence of the region. 
Several-billion dollars in aid. 


Several billion dollars, in aid, 
pledged-for the troubled econo- 
mies of Egypt and Syria, have yet 
tomdenahse. 

-Egypt in particular has seen die 
failure to implement the pact as a 
slap- in file face for those Arabs 
who stood solidly behind Kuwait 
after the Iraqi invasion, sending 
their sons to fight alongside the 
Gulf allies and risking a backlash 
of Islamic fondamentahsm and 
Arab nationalism. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amir Musa toured the Gulf ear- 
lier thisyearto reactivate the pact 
but a meeting of the foreign 
min isters of the eight-states was 
postponed more than once in the 
absence of a face-saving formula, 
diplomats said. 

Officials say the meeting will 
now take place as planned m the 
.Qatari capital Doha Wednesday 
but some diplomats sakf doubts 
wQl persist until the GCC foreign 
ministers c onfi rm it after their 
own meeting in Jeddah. - 
• The diplomats said one incen- 
tive for the Gulf states is to obtain 
renewed support from Egypt and 
Syria at a tune of increased ten- 
sion with Iran over its virtual 
annexation of the island of Abu 
Musa, which it control jointly 
with the UAE. 

Syria, Iran’s closest Arab 
friend, may be able to play a role 
in the dispute which erupted in 
April Mien Iran, citing security 
concer n s, started to bar from the 
island foreign workers who work- 
ed for the UAE government. 

But one diplomat said one 
complication may be dif fe rences’ 
over to the no-fly zone the West 
has imposed in southern Iraq. 

Among the GCC states, only 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia have 
pubOdy endorsed the U.S. deci- 


sion to ban Iraqi flights south of 
the 32nd Parallel. 
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Iraq doubles monthly rations in 
bid to fight off shortages in market 

.f Ua*lrK rt 


BAGHDAD, (AP) — As it tries 
to shore up public support in its 
latest confrontation with the 
West,- the Iraqi government says 
it will doable the public’s rations 
of flour, sugar, rice, and other 
commodities this month. 

Tlie move, announced this ' 
.week, was said to be intended to 
make bp for shortages in public 
markets. 

The government has been com- 
plaining bitterly about the ban on 
Iraqi warplanes in the soqth, im- 
posed Aug. 27 by Western gov- ' 
esmments' saying they are Shiite 
Muslim' rebels. 

Iraq contends the ban is part of 
an attempt to dismember the 
country along ethnic and secta- 
rian lines. 

There have been no reports of 
Iraq’s attempting to .challenge the 
ban militarily. 

“I can't tell if secret police are 
arresting people or those kind of 
things.'' navy commander Arthur. 
N. Langston told reporters 
aboard the USS Independence in 
the Gulf. 

“But I certainly can tell ... 
whether large-scale operations 


are going on against the Shiites 
and we have not- seen any of 
that,” he said. 

U:N. sanctions, imposed after 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait in 1990, 
bar most imports to Iraq. While 
the ‘Country is allowed to import 
food and humanitarian supplies, 
it. has rejected conditions under 
which it could sell its oil to pay for 
them. 

It was unclear where the extra 
food would come from — stock- 
piles, or foreign buying * with 
money from Baghdad's reported 
bflfions of dollars in c l a nde s tin e 
assets. Iraq says it is desperately 
short of many items. 

Iraqis interviewed' by the 
Associated Press said local offi- 
cials told them they will receive 
their October rations early be- 
cause of severe shortages. 

Government-subsidised rations 
are intended to provide more 
titan half of a family's food needs. 


The problem was compounded 
last month after imports from 
Jordan, Iraq’s main hnk to the 
outride world, dropped sharply. 
Traders blamed a panic caused by 
reports that Iraq had 42 mer- 
chants executed in July on 
charges of boarding and pro- 
fiteering. 

Ali Musa, the Trade Minister 
official in charge of domestic 
trade, told foe Baghdad magazine 
Alef-Baa Wednesday that the 
government would be doubling 
rations. 

. “The food must be distributed 
to meet the needs of families until ' 
the local market is stabilised,'' 
Mir. Musa said, according to the 
magazine. 

Western intelligence officials 
said in July that Iraq was using up 
its hidden wealth to sustain the 
current regime.- Iraq was esti- 
mated to have up to $30 billion at 


Minister of Health Omid 
Medhet Mubarak said 85,943 Ira- 
qis — more than one-third of 
them young children — died last 
year from disease and hunger. 


according to an Iraqi News Agen- 
cy report. It quoted Mr. Medhet 


as. blaming the shortages on the 
U.N. sanctions.. 

1 At the United Nations in New 
York, sources Friday said Iraq 
has warned the U.N. Security 
Council that Iranian “saboteurs 
may fire on Western aircraft pat-: 
rolling the south to provoke a 
major confrontation. . 

The Iraqis said such an Iranian 
attack would be intended to pro- 
voke the British, French and 
Americans into firing" tin Iraqi 
targets. The sources spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

The sources — from a Western 
and an Arab country — said 
Iraq's charge d’affaires, Samir Al 


with the rest to be. obtained in the ‘ended in February 1991, some in 


its disposal when the Gulf war Nima, delivered the warning ear- 

* . • i! .L!. L ,L. : J — T 


private market. , 

However, price increases of as 
much as 2000 per Cent since the 
war have put basic commodities 
out of reach to all but the rich. 


secret bank accounts in Europe. 

Iraq has said repeatedly that 
the sanctions are causing wide- 
spread malnutrition and health 
problems, especially for children. 


tier this week to the preadeot of 1 
the Security Council. Mr. Nima j. 
declined to confirm or deny the ; 
report. 

Tehran has long supported and 
armed Iraqi Shiites. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN 


King Hassan warns U.S. about Iraq policy 


WASHINGTON (R) — King Hassan n of Morocco issued the 
strongest public wanting yet by an Arab leader about Western 
policy towards Iraq, cautioning that the U.S.-led ban on Iraqi 
flights over the south of the country could lead to its dismember- 
ment, the Washington Post reported Snnday. The Moroccan 
monarch deplored President Saddam Hussein’s continuing refusal 
lo abide by all U.N. resolutions. But King Hassan said escalation of 
Western military pressure against Iraqi “risks turning tins exclusion 
zone info an expiation zone, (that! in the long rim will be harmful 
to the interests of the West and . the Arab World,” the paper 
reported. King Hassan’s warning echoes private misgiviiigs re- 
portedly shared by several U.S. allies in the Arab World who are 
worried about the possible breakup of a key Arab power. “If we 
continue to cut off links between tne north and south of Iraq, we 
wiD- divide not only rich from poor but worsen a religious split 
between Sunnis ana Shiites, King Hassan said in ad interview with 
the paper at his sea-coast palace m Skhirat, 30 kilometres south of 
the Moroccan capital Rabat. “And later we will find it very difficult 
to glue that mosaic back together,” the newspaper quoted the long 
as .sayitig; 


Polfce detain over3,000 in Assiut 


CAIRO (AP) — A 10-day police crackdown on the southern, 
province of -Assiut, a hotbed of Islamic ^extremism; has led tp the ‘ 
arrest of more than 3,600. people, and the capture of 1 02 guns, a 
police officer-said -Saturday. The .officer said those arrested 
included 23 “dangerous" criminals and 3,594 at large for various 
misdemeanors and for draft evasion. Hie said none of them were 
Islamic extremists: The officer, who.could not be named according 
to .government regulations, said 102. guns, including 47 sub-- 
machine guns, were seized . in. the. 10-day raid which ended 
Saturday. In a-telated development, the officer reported (he death 
of one of two poheemea wounded Friday Mien a Muslim extremist 
threw homemade bombs at a police station in the Assiut town of 
Dairut. Both policeman were wounded by flying ^ shrapnel. The 
second policeman remains in seri ous condition. The officer said the 
identity of the Islamic ext r e mi st who threw the bombs has been 
established and police are looking for him. Sectarian related- 
violence in Dafrutand ether parts mAstint has this year dainted 59 
fives, among them Muslim extremists, Christians and policemen. 


Colombo to visit Mogadishu 


ROME (R) — Italy announced Monday. that Foreign Minister 
Emilio Colombo would fly to Mogadishu Monday in an attempt to 
help the United Nations end fighting between Somalia’s warring 
factions. “Colombo, in dose cooperatiari with U.N. initiatives, 
plans prefiminaxy exploratory talks with representatives of all the 
most important ethnic and political groups in' the country,’ 7 the 
foreign ministry said in a statement It said Mr. Colombo would 
focus on the two rival groups, in- Mogadishu “with the aim of 
creating conditions for renewed dialogue and a real .process of 
national reconciliation" As a first step the intention is to study with 
all the parlies what guarantees can be made so that humanitarian 
aid Italy is sending can be distributed to the zones most in need." 
The two-day visit follows a meeting last week between Mr. 
Colombo aim Mohammad Saimoim, me U.N. secretary-general ’s 
special envoy to Somalia who has been coordinating efforts to 
distribute aid to the millions facing starvation in the war-ravaged 
country. Italy ruled southern Somalia for half a century and then 
admiiufegi gd half of the country under a U.N. mandate until 
independence in 1960. 


China’s Qian to visit Israel this month 


PEKING (R) — Foreign Minister Qian Qkhen will play an official 
visit to Israel from Sept 15 to 17, the first senior Chinese leader to 
travel to the Jewish state since diplomatic ties woe established tins 
year. The Foreign Ministry, in a statement released by the official 
Xinhua news agency .Sunday, said Mr. Qian would visit at the 
invitation of Israeli Foreign Mufister ShinKm Feres. China and 
Israel set up foil diplomatic relations in Jaimary during a visit to 
.Pelting by meu-Foreign Minister David Levy. The accord was a 
.diplomatic breakthrough for Israel, riving it full official relations 
with all five permanent members of the U.N. Security Council. 
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Diplomats said that despite China's long support for the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation, Peking had derided to recognise Israel 
because it felt it should be a major player in the Middle East peace 
process. Mr. Qian’s visit is expected to focus on bilateral issues as 
well as the situation in the Middle East, according to Peking-based 


diplomats. 

Algeria, Belgian firm sign gas contract 


ALGIERS (AP) — Algeria’s state-owned hydrocarbon- enter prise 
Sonatrach has awarded a -.contract to modernise natu ral g as 
Kquefication fariiitfes to the Belgian firm TractebeL The contract, 
which concer ns technical control on four sites under renovation, 
was announced Saturday by Sonatrach. The. financial terms were 
not Hwir frwtH- Construction contracts on the sites — three at Aizew 
and one at Skikda — have been awarded to the U.S. firms Bechtel 
Inter national Ltd. and N.W. Kellog, and the French firm Sofregaz. 
Sonatrach has estimated that modernisation of these complexes, to 
be finished by 1995,^11 cost Slil billion. The renovation will boost 
Algeria’s natural gas capadty by 15 per cent to some 32 billion 
cubic metres, according to Sonatrach’s es tima tes. Algeria hopes to 
export 65 to 70 billion cubic metres of gas to Europe annually by 
the year 2006. 


At least 43 killed in Kurdish clashes 


. ANKARA (AP) — At least 43 people, including Kurdish grcmllas 
and civilians, were killed Saturday in three separate madetftts 
.related with tire Kurdish insurgency in eastern Turkey. The 
srinhoffidal Anatolia news agency quoted the governor of the 
eastern Agri province as saying that at least .20 Turkish Kurdish 
guerrillas were killed following fierce fighting with a grqup °f 40 
rebels at Mount Ararat. Governor Ismet Metre told Anatolia that 
the security forces could not have the actual count .of the death toll 
for the guerrillas because they took the bodies of their comrades 
with them while escaping. Security . forces killed 16 Kurdish 
guerrillas in another dash in the eastern Aidaham province, 
Anatolia said. Four soldiers were, wounded in the fi ghting, it 
added. TIms guerrillas are from the illegal Kurdish Labour Party 

mfwrrr\ L ‘ i c t _ ■ . • - ' 


(PKK), which has been fi ghting for self-rule mainly in the 
southeastern part of the oountry since 1984. They have been very 
active Lately. Also Saturday, a group of guerrillas cut a main 
highway' in the- southeastern province of Bmgol and shot seven 
travellers dead after ordering them to get .out of the vehicles, 
Anatolia- reported! More than 4,500 pecmle, indudmg guerrillas, 
civilians ana soldiers, have died since the fighting started «ph* 
years ago. ! 


have died since tne fighting started' eight 


Four to hang publicly In Afghanistan 


KABUL (R) — Four people convicted by roecial courts of robbery 
and murder are to be hanged publicly in a Kabul 'park , an official of 
.Afghanistan’s Islamic gove rnment said on Sunday. General E*rid, 
diretxor of national security, said the four were thieves, footers, and 
murderers and would be executed under Islamic law as part of the 
government’s drive to bring few and order to Kabul. “We have to , 
set an example," he said. A crude wooden gallows with four blue 
rope nooses has been erected in Zanagar Park in the centre of the. 
capital. The hangings would take place soon, Gen. Farid g** 1 He 
did not give an exact time and did not identify the condemned. The 
pu blic ex ecutions would be the first in Kabul by the Mujabedeen 
government, which took power from the formerly communist 
rulers in ApriL 


Iran reports earthquake in Khorasah 


NICOSIA (AP) — A strong earthquake rocked the city of Tabas- 
on Sunday m the quake-prone province of Khorasan, the ofl*£a! . 
Islamic. Repubhc News Agency reported. It said information was 
not immediately available on damage or casualties. Tabas is about' 
600 kilometres southeast of Tehran. IRNA said the reophysics 

*■* q®*=. which oSuEid a. 

1:30 pan. (0843 GMT), registered 5.5 on the Richter scale. A 
qiuke of that magnitude can cause severe damage. The Richter 
safe is a gauge of the energy released by an earthquake, as 
measured by the ground motion recorded on seismographs. 
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Up 


efforts to fight illiteracy 


a!mMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Education is planning to 
reduce the illiteracy rate in Jor- 
d^A-from 19 per cent to eight per 
cent- toy die end of the century. 

j‘Tt is' hoped that through con- 
tiptted cooperation with the Up- 
ited T Nations Educational. Sden- 
trf^Tand .Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO)' and other agencies, 
a^id* through - maintaining the 
adult and feteracy centres in the 
cdif&try, Jordan will achieve its 
objectives of drastically reducing 

Se 2000,” the ministry’s 

pirtctor of Education Thouqan 
Qbcidat said Sunday. 

J Jprdan, .which will observe 
World Literacy' Day Monday, has 
bfefii working to secure basic 
em(pation ■ to all citizens since 
1)^, Dr. Obeidat said. He said a 
Uw making it compulsory for all 
cbijMrett to finish at least the 
ninth grade has been effective 
stn£- 1964. 

1 The 1987 National Conference 


on Education, be said, raised die 
compulsory education level to the. 
20th grade for all Jordanian chil- 
dren aged between six and 16 
• years. 

Dr. Obeidat said the Ministry 
of Education has, been opening at 
least one classroom for the first 
: elementary students in any loca- 
' tion where there are 10 children 
and more; the ministry, he said, 
also made sure that the drop-out 
rate (fid not exceed one per cent 
by 1988 statistics. 

To. deal with the problem of 
illiterate people, the Ministry of 
Education. in 1968 opened, a num- 
ber of adult education and litera- 
cy centres in various governo- 
rs tes, including the rural and 
badia regions, Dr. Obeidat said. 
He said wherever there are IS 
adults wishing to acquire basic 
education, the ministry opens a 
centre, and tins policy has helped 
Jordan to reduce the rate of 
illiterate citizens from 67.6 per 
cent in 1961 to 19 per cent by the 
end of 1990. 


TO 




jKing receives cables of good wishes 

' AMMAN' (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Sunday received a 
jt^Lble from Malta’s President Censu Tabone congratulating hhn 
Jon the success of the surgery be had underwent. The King 
jrcfceived a "similar cable from the Chilean President Patricio 
Aylwein. The two presidents wished King Hussein speedy 
jitecovery and good health. 

{Regent congratulates Swaziland, Brazil, Belgium 

! AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, Sunday sent two congratulatory cables to King 
; Mswati 3rd of Swaziland and President Fernando Coller de MeDo 
I of Brazil, congratulating them on their countries’ independence 
| days. Prince Hassan wished the two leaders continued good 
jfiealtb and happiness and their peoples further progress and 
i prosperity. Prince Hassan also sent-a cable tc- King Baudouin of 
. Belgium congratulating him on his birthday anniversary, and 
; wished him a happy and prosperous life. 

! frbld deputy governor to supervise Sarlh elections . 

i p ■ • 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Rural and Municipal Affairs and 
the Environment Saad Hayel Surour has appointed Irtrid Deputy 
, Governor Said Nassar as bead of AI Sarih town municipal 
• elections, which will be held Dec. 19. Nominations for the 
elections will take place Dec. 8-10. 

Zu’bi wishes King speedy recovery 

1 DAMASCUS (PetSV ~ Syri^*¥irime* Wfinisler t ^ahmond ^A] ’ 


King speedy recovfcry.^j a saSH'fe&nrii to 'Jordan. Dr, Ztfbi.was 
speaking at a meeting with Minister of P&blic Works and Housing 
Sa’ad Hayel Al Surour, who heads the Jordanian side to the joint 

■ Jordanian Syrian sub-co mmitte’s meetings which ended Sunday. 

■ Mr. Zu'bi praised Jordanian-Syrian relations, describing diem as 
, ‘‘unique’'. The meeting was attended by the Syrian Minister of 
| Housing Husain Al Safadi. Both Mr. Surour and Mr. Safadi 
| briefed Mr. Zubi on the outcome of their meetings. 

* f 1 

; Education Committee discusses laws 

! AMMAN (Pe\a) — The Education committee held a meeting 

• Sunday in the presence of Education Ministry Secretary General 
; Munther -Al Masri. The- committee resumed discussion of 
i Amending the General Secondary Certificate Examination regula- 
i tions, wages paid for the ministry’s personnel who- work overtime 
; during the tawjihi examination and the school fees system. The 
| committee also discussed a report on the Administrative Develop- 
< Jnent and Training Committee. 


. So far, the country has opened 
11,240 adult education centres, 
which offered education to 
197,654 adults, according to Dr. 
Obeidat. He said that the Minis- 
try of Education had adopted a 
10-year-plan that ended in 1989, 
aiming to provide education to 

200.000 illiterate citizens. It later 
lanncbed another 10-year-plan 
which started in 1990 to reduce 
the rate of illiterate people from 
13 per cent (within the age of 13 
to 44) to a mere four per cent by 
the end of the century, said Dr. 
Obeidat. He said that about 

140.000 persons were expected to 
benefit from the plan. 

. . “The first 10-year-plan lias suc- 
ceeded in providing basic educa- 
tion to 150,000 .and it is hoped 
that the new ten-year-plan, which 
involves the participation of the . 
General Union of Voluntary 
Societies (GUVS) and the Inter- 
national Labour Organisation 
(BLO), will achieve its goals by 
the year.. 2000,” Dr. Obeidat 
added. 

I 


Committee 
says admission 
criteria 
unchanged 

AMMAN (Petra) — Chairman of 
the University Admission Coor- 
dination Committee Mohammad 
Al Maqousi said Sunday that 
there were no changes in the 
criteria' according to which stu- 
dents were accepted at Jordan's 
four state universities. 

. He said the committee folly 
adhered to die admission criteria 
which arc approved by the Coun- 
cil of Higher Education. He said 
student’s' scores at the tawjihi 
examination and their selection 
of specialisation played a major 
factor in deciding whether the 
student will be accepted or not. 
He said students were given 
enough information to make the 

1 right selection of specialisation 
and the committee will not accept 
any blames for wrong selections. 

Mr. Maqousi ruled out any 
computer errors in processing the 
admission data, saying the pro- 
cess, was carefully checked.. 

WHAT’S 

ON 

ExhibfttioBS 

☆ Exhibition at paintings by Ira- 
qi artist Alf Ridha al Ala Art 
Gallery. 

* Art Exhibition by Rakan Dab- 
doeb A the Royal C ultura l 
Centre. 

* Exhibition entitled “A Dia- 
logue fu Expression*' — works 
an paper by Naz tkramnBeh, 
Nablla HBmi and Dodi Tabbaa 
at the National Gaiety, Jahal 

. Lawdbdeh Park. 


Haddadin to head 
delegation to -water talks 


Sharif Zeid Instructs ministry to provide 
sufficient water to Sahab Industrial City 


AMMAN (Petra) — The govern- 
ment has named Dr. Munther 
Haddadin to head Jordan’s de- 
legation to the meeting of the 
working group on water within 
the multilateral phase of the Mid- 
dle East peace process. 

A government statement said 
Satniday that Jordan has received 
a formal invitation to take part in 
the group’s meetings due to open 



Dr. Munther Haddadin 


in Washington on Sept. 15. 

Ax the «pemng session of the 
multilateral talks held - in Moscow 
last January, the participants de- 
ckled to break up into working 
groups on water, refogecs. arms 
control, the environment and 
economic development. 

Dr. Haddadin will also be rep- 
resenting Jordan at a preliminary 
meeting to be held in Rome later 
this month to prepare for a gener- 
al conference on water in the 
Meditenundah region in Octo- 
ber. The Council of Ministers 
said in a statement that Dr. Had- 
dadin and Mr. Aim Khasawneh 
drill attend the preliminary discus- 
sions while Minister of Water and 
Irrigation Samir Kawar will 
jggend next month’s water confer- 

The Council of Ministers has 
also set up a delegation to take 
part in a meeting at the World 
Bank in Washington. Minister of 
Planning Ziyad Fariz will lead 
Jordan’s delegation to the meet- 
ing which will be held, on Sept. 
18. . 




AMMAN (J.T.) — Vrime Minis- & 
ter Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker has v . . 

instructed the Ministry of Water QgSfc 
and Irrigation to provide indust- 
rial firms at the Sahab Industrial - 
City on the outskirts of Amman, 
with sufficient water supplies. 

A report that appeared in local 
press Sunday said the Prime 
Minister demanded that water be 
supplied to Sahab Industrial City 
continuously. 

The Prune Minister has also 
instructed tile Minister of Water 
and Irrigation to exclude the 
Sahab Industrial City from q wa- 
ter distribution programme ap- 
plied in the summer throughout 
the Kingdom, the report said. 

It said that the Prime Minister 
demanded that, an artesian water {Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
well be drilled immediately to 

provide water supplies to the lack of water. Water had to be 


Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 


industrial city. 


brought in by tanker trucks from 


Civil Defence Department fire- number of regions to help ex- 
fighters were reported to have tinguish the fire, 
been hampered from controlling The report in Al Ra’i daily said 
a fire which broke out at the that production in a number of 
warehouse of the Fine Hygienic businesses at the industrial city 
Company in Sahab last month by was occasionally halted due to 


the lack of sufficient water sup- 
plies. The report said phar- 
maceutical and food industrial 
firms were among the industries 
whose operations were affected 
by water shortages. 

Meanwhile, a fire broke out 
Sunday at a warehouse owned by 
one of the food industrial 
businesses at Sahab. Reports said 
that firefighters were able to con- 
trol the fire in half an hour. The 
warehouse structure was badly 
damaged by the fire, which burnt 
most of the material stored at the 
warehouse. No one was hurt in 
the fire. 

The Civil Defence Department 
(CDD) said that a special com- 
mittee from the CDD and the 
Public Security Department has 
been set up to investigate the 
cause of the fire. 

A CDD spokesman told the 
Jordan Times Sunday that com- 
mittees have been working on the 
three fires which occurred in Jor- 
dan at the Sahab Industrial City, 
and in Zarqa, but no results have 
been readied. 


RJ, Azraq society help the needy 
in celebration of King’s recovery 


Butros Salah laid to rest 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Two Jorda- 
nian organisations Sunday 
announced their response to a 
call by a national committee set 
up to divert foods on IBs Majesty 
King Hussein's recovery to char- 
ily. 

- Royal Jordanian (RJ) said that 
its staff have donated JD 5000 to 
the needy and poor people of 
Jordan. It said the donations will 
be distributed through the Minis- 
try of Awqaf and Islamic Affaire 
and the national committee set up 
to supervise the collection and 
distribution of funds to the needy 
on the occasion of Prophet 
Mohammad’s Birthday. 

An announcement said that a 
cheque for the sum has been 

Fruit, vegetable 
exports total 
46,600 tonnes 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan’s ex- 
-portspf fruits and vegetables last 
month ‘totalled 46,600 tonnes, 
■estimated at about JL>t4 ,600.000, 
aoooitfing do director general of 
the Agricultural Marketing Orga- 
nisation (AMO), Salem Al Law- 
zi. Dr. Lawzi said that vegetables 
constituted 91.2 per cent of Jor- 
dan's agricultural exports, bring- 
ing in about JD3.43 million a 
year, while vegetables constituted 
8.8 per cent, bringing in JD 
630,000. Dr. Lawzi said Jordan’s 
agricultural exports in August 
dropped by about 14,000 tonnes 
when comjAred to the preceeduig 
month. If compared to August 
1991, he said, there was an in- 
crease of about 562 tonnes. Dr. 
Lawzi attributed this difference 
to the increase in exports of 
watermelons and encumbers. 


handed to Minister of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affaire Sheikh TtmtAHn 
Alkhatib Al Tamhni. 

■ ; Al Azraq Cooperative Society 
and the Salt Refinery Han’t in 
Azraq have also announced a 
donation of JD 3000 to be distri- 
buted on the same occasion to 
300 needy workers at the rate of 
JD 10 each. 

Hie national committee was set 
op following the King's directives 
that funds allocated for celebrat- 
ing his recovery be diverted to 
charity. ( _ 

Sheikh Al T amimi has been 
entrusted with chairing the com- 
mittee by His Royal Highness 
Grown Prince Hassan, the Re- 
gent 


Apart from the central commit- 
tee, several sub-committees have 
been set up to operate in towns 
’and villages outside Amman. The 
Regent initiated the donations by 
offering JD 15,000 to this cause. 

The Minister exprereed hope 
that Jordanian dtizenswiQ rally 
to the call and wilfcgntribate 
generously towards helping the 
poor on this holy occasion. 

The government said that 
Wednesday Spet. 9 will be 
observed as a public holiday on 
the holy .occasion of Prophet 
Mohammad’s birthday. 

On Sunday, the government 
said that all liquor stores, bare 
and nightclubs will remain closed 
Tuesday through Thrusday, 


Eight-day heat wave 
ends weatherman 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Butros 
Salah, former under secretary of 
the Ministry of Information, was 
laid to rest at the Umm Al Hiran 
Cemetery Sunday, following a 
funeral and prayer at the local 
cemetery church. 

The funeral proceeded to the 
cemetery from AI Hussein 
Medical Centre where be was 
admitted Saturday following an 
acute heart attack which led to his 
death, 

The Late Mr. Salah was born in 
Nablus on the occupied West 
Bank in 1927 and was educated in 
Jerusalem and Britain. He work- 
ed as a teacher at private schools 
in Palestine and later in private 
companies in Jordan, the Gulf 
states and Lebanon, before 
assu min g a number of pests at 
government offices in Amman. 

Mr. Salah served as informa- 
tion advisor at Che Jordanian 
embassy in London in 1969 and 
1970, and later became director 
general of the Press and Publica- 
tion Agency. He worked as direc- 



Butras Salah 

tor of col ^tal relations at the 
Ministry of Information between 
1973 and 1975, director of Press 
and Publication Department in 
1975 and 1976 and under secret- 
ary of the Ministry of Information 
m 1978. He later served as advi- 
sor to the Prime Minister on 
information matters. 

The late Mr. Salah is survived 
by a wife, a son and a daughter. 


days, of searing’ mat*, the l^ing^ 
gfom is expected to enjoy .a' re- 
latively moderate weather, with 
te m perat ur es even below normal, . 
according to a forecast by the 
Department of Meteorology Sun- 
day. 

Department Director Ali 
Abanda said there will be a dras- 
tic' change in the weather condi- 
tions Monday; wtth*-a noticeable 
drop in temperatres. 

Accompanying the decline in 
temperature, Jhere frill be a state 
of unstable condition with the 
formation of clouds and posable 
scattered showers; said Dr. 
Abanda. He said the country will 
be affected by a mass of relatively 
mild air, which would cause mild 
winds to blow from north eastern 


Learning the hard way 


Europe— 7". T. 

According to Dr.. Abanda, the 
eastern parts of .-the -Me dr terta- 
nian were affected byii spell of 
beat over the past eight 4*ys due 
to a mass of hot air over the . 
A rabian peninsula. 

The beat wave, which started 
August 29, reached a peak last 
Tuesday when the temp e r a t u res 
reached 37 degrees celsius in hilly 
regions- but registering 41 degress 
in downtown Amman. 

Dr. Abanda said that Jordan 
was affected by week-long spells 
of similar heat in 1930, 1960, and 
1969. 

Accompanying the drop in 
temperature, be said, there 
would be an increase in the rate 
of humidity. Department officials 
said that temperatures Monday 
would not rise above 30 degrees 


Distribution of textbooks 
to becompletecfin 20 days 


celsius dropping to 20 degrees at 
night in and around Amman. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Nearly 98 per 
cent of the total number- of re- 
quired school textbooks have 
been distributed to students since 
tiie beginning of the new school 
. year last month, according to Dr. 
Ibrahim Al Afcasb, director 
general of the Ministry of Educa- 
tion’s Curricula Department. 

In a statement to the press 
Sunday, Dr. Akash said that re- 
maining books will be distributed' 
to schools in 20 days. He said that 
a total of 12 million books have 
been distributed over tbe past 
three weeks. 

Press reports earlier said that 
many students are still without 
textbooks, three weeks after the 
schools re-opened for tbe 1992-93 
academic year. The reports said 
that some of the textbooks have 


’Convinced that education is their 'passport to the 
jfuture,’ Palestinian students at refugee camps 
persist in their-quest for education despite many 
discouraging and frustrating factors. Laney 

^Salisbury reports: 


^faqa’a Refugee Camp — Back to 
school for many Palestinian re- 
fugees is the return to a summer 
$zir that beats' down on tincorru- 
gkted classrooms. Perseverance, 
apt mathematics, is the pervading 
lesion of tbe day. 

{•hi Baqa'a, 28 kms north of 
Amman, students crowd clas- 
srooms and compete for attention 
hs a student to teacher ratio that 
ranges between 50-80. 


;But despite disruption and 
poverty, students continue to 

E tc from United Nations 
and Works Agency for 
man Refugees in the Near 
Hast (UNRWA) with high marks. 
!! “Education is important,” said 
loth grade student Maha Jawab- 
reh. “With education we (Palesti- 
nians) can progress and improve 
£ke other nations to be a great 
power in the world and to know 
the ways of lifp.” 

1: Maha is one of 152,000 refugee 
Children in Joidan, studying at 
the 197 UNRWA-nm schools, 
which this year added a tenth 
Academic year to its programme 
p line with tbe government's 
requirement of compulsory 
education. Maha is one of 
$75,00Q UNRWA students 
region-wide. 

j; “The diop-out rate is low be- 
cause students understand tbe im- 
portance of education, and, espe- 
cially now, there is not much else 
b do,” raid UNRWA Deputy 
Field Education Officer Omar 
jSbabayen, referring to Jordan's 
unemployment rate, 
j: in Baqa’a alone, .45,200 stu- 
dents study in schools that work 


double shifts out of bufidings that 
were supposed to have been de- 
molished 12 years ago, according 
UNRWA, adding that the agency 
recently built four concrete 
school buildings from donations 
and its own funds. 

The double shift means 
teachers have less time to plan 
lessons, little room for spontanei- 
ty and slight leeway to offer tbe 
“rich diet of education” students 
receive in private schools or in 
the West, said UNRWA Public 
Relations Officer Matar S&qer, a 
iontime graduate of camp 

schools. 

But somehow students man- 
age. 

In the dusty schoolyard at an 
elementary school, schoolgirls 
clutch notebooks and around 
their necks wear canteens filled 
with -water, since none is avail- 
able at schools, four to a desk, 
they chant multiplication charts 
as the dassroom temperature 
•often readies 40 degrees centig- 
rade, according to one teacher. 

The situation has worsened 
since . about 70 students must 
cram into each classroom until 
four rooms recently gutted by an 
electrical fire are repaired. Stu- 
dents are studying in the dark. 

“Everybody is complaining but 
the students are accustomed to it 
,and have been accustomed to 
worse,” said Assistant Head for 
the Baqa'a Elementary School 
for Girls Hiam Jameel Jaber. 

“Overcrowding is a general 
problem and is part of their daily 
life,” she added. 

But some teachers say over- 



ssc 


not been approved yet by the 
Higher Education Council. 

Dr. Akash said that tbe delay 
in the delivery of some books was 
expected and the Higher Educa- 
tion Council is aware of this feet. 

“Some difficulties and tech- 
nicalities have delayed die pub- 
lication of a number of textbooks 
and teachers and students 
together with their parents are 
called on to cooperate a little 
towards overcoming the negative 
aspects of tbe present situation,” 
said Dr. Akash. 

Saying chat the ministry was 
doing all it can to speed up the 
[Hinting of the books. Dr. Akash* 
said the ministry has entrusted 
the process to 12 printing houses 
in Jordan. 


UllpUl 


P alestinian students at one of UNRWA’s 197 schools (UNRWA photo) 


crowding, dbupfed with UNRWA 
belt-tightening, is jfeldng its toll 
on this sector of society that in 
general treats an educational 
oppo rtuni ty like a nugget of gold. 

Raja Omar, bead teacher of a 
special Education project for slow 
learners, for example, said she 
wants to increase the number of 
students from 100 to about 122. 

“Many are not really slow lear- 
ners but low achievers. With 70 
students in an elementary class 
they just don’t get the attention, 
they need,” she said in her work- 
shop where everything from tools 
for motor to memory . stills are 
handmade. 

Mrs. Omar also helps students 
with behavioural and emotional 
problems in the programme in its 
third and perhaps final year, -as 
funding from the Australian gov- 
ernment is may dry up. 

“No one knows what will hap- ' 
pen to the programme, or the 
tide next year,” she said. 

of UNRWA’s total budget of 
56.8 mdftoa, 37 3 ariflRm, or 65.7 
per cent is spent on education. 
The second biggest expenditure is 


on health at 16.7 per cent of. the *; “Students become frustrated 
budget. and we have outbursts in class. 

Although UNRWA continues About two or three drop out 
to stress education, it can't afford £rvery year, but in general the 
the luxuries of guidance, counsel- greater the challenge the more 


ing, special librarians or recrea- 
tion, outlets for lives frustrated 
by poverty and politics. 

“Students come to us and talk. 
They don’t have family problems 
but social problems that come 
with poverty,” said teacher 
Mohammad Dhaber, who lives in 
Baoa’a and is also a former UN- 
RWA student like many of the . 
agency’s teachers. 

Families spend about JD30 to 
JD35’ on notebooks, bags and 
clothes, to send each child bade 
to school; a small fortune for the 
average family of 12 members 
earning about JD150 a month. 

UNRWA assists students who 


motivated the students become,” 
said Mr. Dhaher. 

“Onto you are displaced of 
land, and livelihood you have to 
capftaEse on your brain. You can 
take that where ever you go. 
Families realise that,” Mr. Saqer 
added. *■’*_•» 

Perhaps that’s what drove 
ninth grader Aiwa Rasheetf-to 
pass last year with a 96 average 
despite .boredom, the distraction 
of a neighbour's radio blasting 
from one of the low shmg build- 
ings of Baqa'a and tbe sonnds of 
nine relatives w hi sp erin g m a 
modest home. 

School is not like the sit c oms 


The IBM Deal 


fell under its hardship cases -she watches on television where 


where the income of a raven- 
member family is below JD60 a 
moothk, provided tbe family has 


teachers joke with students in 
between lessons and students 
breeze through homework in 


|yf=*MiU f&JJf 

=:= Authorized Dealer 


no employed male member over nj&dr bedrooms^ 

18 yeais of age about 1321 farm- ^ But fife can be film tbe movies, 
lies in Baqa’a qualify for this die dreams, it just takes a bit. 
assistance. more sweat. 
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Democracy 
by the rules 


WITH THE announcement of die arrest of more armed 
fundamentalist groups and individiiais on the heels of the 
detention of deputies Laith Shbalat and Yacoub Qdrrash, 
the issue of state security has mushroomed info wider 
and deeper proportions. The latest reports speak of some 
members of the Muslim Brotherhood as well as of Hamms 
being detained after the search of their homes and offices 
revealed an assortment of arms and ammunition. This 
development need not implicate either group as such In 
actions that may threaten the se cur i ty and stability of the 
country. It would be foQy to the extreme and a canse for 
further aggravation of the situation to jump into hasty 
condnskms about the. ultimate aims and intentions of 
Islamist groups in the country. Yet, on the other hand, the 
revelations of the last few days tell a perplexing and 
disturbing story aboat at least some individuals and small 
groups of people in the c ountr y who would use violence and 
arms in taking advantage of the democratic freedoms 
enjoyed by citizens instead of playing the democratic gaiw 
by the rales. 

The Kingdom did not articulate and adopt the National 
Charter in a vacuum or for no valid and pressing reason. 
The democratisation process in the country needs certain 
guidelines without which the whole excerdse will mme to 
naught mid the enemies of multi-party democracy wffl end 
up gaining the upper hand in shaping the future of the 
nation. It appears that these universally accepted standards 
have been deliberately violated by scene of the players in the 
democratisation process. Bat this abuse has been caught 
early enough and hopefully nipped in the bud once and for 
all. Still the dangers that loom in the horizon are serious 
enough to warrant addressing this hew phen om e n on not 
only by the State Security Court attorney general and the 
security forces but by the whole country. There is no better 
place to air out this problem than in an extraordinary 
session of Parliament where both the executive and judicial 
brandies of government would also be invited for a joint 
session. 

The representatives of the people of Jordan should be 
among the first to deal with this evolving cr i sis and any 
improvised and informal attempts by some pariiamenta- 
rians to discuss the issue in an informal meeting would not 
be sufficient. Only by formally involving Parliament mem- 
bos in the investigative and beefing processes would there 
be better and more real hopes to find a permanent, 
reasonable and equitable solution to the new wtoatifm in the 
country. Such an endeavour could turn out to be the 
h ig h l i g h t of the entire mandate of the current Parliament, 
because the su cc ess or lack of it thereof coukTgoa hu g way 
in strengthening or weakening Jordan’s decision to go «wd 
stay democratic. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


YITZHAK RABIN’S statement expressing desire to see the Gaza 
s S*P sulking in the sea is an admission of the deep concern for 
Israel, resulting from the continued intifada and the resistance 
activities which are more surfacing in the Gaza Strip, said A1 Ral 
Ajabic : daily Sunday. The paper said this statement indicates that 
teael has not learnt any lessons from the past and is obvious to 
the fact that the Palestinian uprising is bound to continue as long 
as. Israeli forces occupy Arab territory. Neither has Israel 
benefited from the lessons and the facts that violence can only 
beget violence and Liiat as long as Israel commits atrocities in die 
occupied Arab territory, it should expect a violent reaction from 
the Arabs, said the paper. Had Israel shown a tendency towards 
peaa, it would find the Arabs of Palestine ready to meet it in the 
middle of the road; but should it continue its terrorist activities 
against the civilian population of Gaza and the other parts of the 
Arab territories, it can never expea peace nor should Rabin ever 
hope for the disappearance of a people because the Palestinians 
are there to stay as a nation, the paper added. Tbe paper said 
Israel should abandon its criminal actions, release all the 
Palestinian detainees and offer constructive ideas to reach a 
settlement with the Arabs so that peace can be achieved. Mr 
Rabin should realise that all the other parts of tbe occupied 
territories contain freedom fighters, no less intent than the people 
of Gaza on regaining their lands and their rights, added the daily. 
R said Israel should expea continued uprising on tbe part of tbe 
Palestinians until peace and justice have been established. 

THE RETURN of the Israeli team of negotiators from Washing- 
ton is not for consultations with the government but rather for 
further delaying any peace settlement, said Al Dnstonr daily 
Upon going to Washington for talks with the Arabs, the Israel 
have been supplied with all the instructions and the information 
they require and there is no need for them to disrupt tbe 
negotiations under the pretext that they need to talk to the 
government at home, said the daily. The return of the Israeli 
negotiators reminds us of the same tactics adopted by tbe previous 
government, of Yitzhak Shamir, who was procrastinating discus- 
sions of substantive value throughout the past five rounds of 
negotiations with the Arabs, continued tbe paper. During then- 
stay in Washington the Israeli negotiators filled the atmosphere 
with lies and falsehoods in the first week and exploited tbesecond 
week for stalling and procrastinating with the intention of foilmit 
all attempts on tbe part of the Arab parties to reach a lasting 
settlement to the Middle East problem, the paper said. Though it 
is natural for any negotiators to refer back to their government for 
consultations, that can be understood only where the negotiators 
show a glimpse of seriousness about reaching a settlement the 
paper added. There is no doubt now, said tbe paper, that’ Mr 
Rabin is following dose in the footsteps of his predecessor' 
determined to abort the peace process. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


By Wafeed Sadi 


Conducting peace negotiations requires new guidelines 


The Arab parties to the Arab-Israeli peace talks have demons- 
trated throughont the six rouiids of talks that they could be unduly 
mercurial in their assessment of the progress or the lack of it in 
these peace negotiations. Hie whole world must have noted how 
temperamental the Arab delegation in Washington has been all 
along. For example, at the outset of the ongoing Washington 


the new Israeli stance towards the peace parley but their 
euphoria dissipated by Lbe end of the first week. Is it just possible 
that our negotiators are still amateurish in tbe conduct of their 
talks and therefore make judgements that are probably fil 
founded. By continuously passing verdicts about where then- 
contacts with their Israeli counterparts have led, they often put 
themselves in corners that are not conducive to proper negotiating 
positions. By contrast, witness how little public value pronounce- 
ment the Israeli side makes about their negotiation with the Arab 
teams. Seldom does the Israeli side profess optimism or tbe lack 
of it after every few sesaons, much less at tbe conclusion of every 
day of peace talks. 

Sorely the Arab side must have learnt that the negotiating 
process is indeed a long and tortuous one that cannot be judged 
one way or another after one day or week of peace talks. Under 
the circumstances, it would be more prudent to maintain an air of 
silence on foe-achievements, if any, tin the end of each round of 
negotiations. It is probable that the Israeli side is still probing tbe 
thresholds of the Arab parties on the terms and conditions of tbe 


eventual peace treaties between the two sides and is deliberately 
inflating and deflating Arab expectations. It is noteworthy that 
none of the members of the Arab negotiating teams has teal 
experience in conducting any kind of negotiations, much less the 
state to state kind. 

The Arab side is learning tire art of such difficult contacts with 
their Israeli counterparts as they go along. In retrospect, by and 
large, tire Israeli ride is leading the process of negotiations and the 
Arab ride is merely reacting in a non-professional manner. Part of 
tbe problem for the Arab parties may lie in assigning the task of 
peace talks to professional men who are not well-versed in 
conducting negotiations. Veteran lawyers should have been 
selected for tire task, especially the kind that have acquired wide 
experience in die give and take tactics of negotiations. This is 
what the Israeli ride has done and it was thought that the Arab 
countries would have learnt' their lessons by watching tire choice 
of negotiators by Tel Aviv and other capitals in me world. 

HU such correctional measures are taken, perhaps it would be 
useful to establish a select group of Jordanian officials who would 
receive daily reports from tire Jordanian teams on what has 
actually transpired with a view to conduct a deeper than usual 
analysis of the issues discosscd and tbe manner in which they were 
discussed. Such a home-based committee would then help 
formulate rebuttals or counteroffers after conducting a multifa- 
ceted analysis. On a periodic basis, the leadership will be duty 
posted witn the latest information in order to give guidance and 


instructions. Sw* * ch J"! raowAcry critical in 
negotiators with tbor ho “ ie J?^ nr0 ach to the conduct of the 
assuring a sensible and rational appro** to ine 
peaceniks away from, sensationalism or unnecessary . 

depressions or euphoria. 

Till such remedial measures are tasked * to refrain 

of the Jordanian negotiators : ■« JLKLs were 


VSy p^e-mena and - 

wiser to abstain from making them till d*ere ^ JSjodating 
make a wefl^onridered remark about where the negotureng 

process has reached. It would also be useftd ^ ^ the peopte 
affected by these peace talks that it would be months iftuHjxsus 

before the negotiations would lead °,L tes die 

Otherwise, the Jordanian electorate would ****J™% 
next general elections on the basis of foe lat^t/weathe P? 

coating their way from wherever the negotiatioiK are 
con du cted Accordin gl y, tbe kind of parliament that the country 
will have wfll endup being determined by foe P^fntous 
conclusions that foe events of foe following weeks may prove false 
and unfounded. 


For many Somalians, U.N. effort is last chance for survival 


By Barton S. Baneijee 


NEW YORK — Flies, scores of 
them, probing festering sores on 
the dry, wrinkled skin of a child’s 
bead. Flies, buzzing about. The 
child barely alive, a shrivelled 
mass of skin and bones, staring 
blankly at a platter of rice, too 
weak to eat If the images from 
Somalia are tormenting, foe sta- 
tistical projections are terrifying: 
a thud of the peculation of 7 J5 
million has flea' fi ghting and 
famine, wandering miles in a 
hopeless search for food. In 
Ethiopia in the mid-1980s, it is 
estimated that one in 40 died of 
starvation. In Somalia, it could be 
one in three. Within the next six- 
months. 

The only bright news is that the 
United Nations special repre- 
sentative for Somalia, Moham- 
mad Shanoun, recently managed 
to obtain guarantees from a recal- 
citrant warlord fighting the self- 
styled government to allow 500 
U.N. peacekeepers into foe coun- 
try to hold the port of Mogadishu 
and protea food distribution 
efforts. 

In most parts of Somalia today 
it is only tbe man with the gun ' 
who is not starving. The capital, 
Mogadishu, is a dty in ruins,, 
ravaged by months of fighting' 
- that began late last year between' 
two factions of the United Somali 
Congress, the group that took 
oyer power from Siad Bane, en- 
ding nis 21 years of dictatorship. 
One of foe factions, led by Gen. 
Mohammad Farah Aideed, now 
controls much of southern Moga- 
dishu while Ali Mahdi Moham- 
mad who assumed the title of 
president, rules most of the 
north. There are other groups 
with smaller fiefdoms, and at 
times relief agencies like foe In- 
ternational Red Cross, which is 
mourning a $100 million opera- 
tion (the biggest in its history), 
have had to cut deals with several 
of them to ensure that food 
reaches the starving. 

In a recent interview at foe 
U.N. headquarters in New York, 
Kofi Annan, assistant general 
secretary overseeing the SmnnKa 
operation, spoke at length on the 
dimensions of the ersis. 

Mr. Annan, who hails from 
Ghana and was educated in 
Switzerland and America, 
seemed optimistic about prog- . 
ress. Fallowing are excerpts from 
the interview: 

Will the new agreement 
reached between foe U.N. and 
Gen. Aideed ensure unimpeded 
flow of refief supplies? Being 
fightly armed, will the U.N. 


troops be able to keep looters 
away? 

Yes, hopefully. The agreement 
is very good news, a break- 
through of sorts. Without it, we 
couldn’t bring in tbe troops since 
foe U.N. acts after securing all 
parties’ approval. The troops will 
be a sizeable presence and should 
deter most bandits. Moreover, 
foe two faction leaders have given 
us their word that their men will 
not attack convoys. The troops, 
who will be from Pakistan and 
will be commanded by a Pakistani 
officer have orders only to fire in 
self-defence. 

Would you describe foe troop 
deployment as a military in- 
tervention of the sort being con- 
templated for Bosnia? 

No, this is not setting a prece- 
dent for Bosnia, it's the other way 
around. Peacekeeping troops to 
ensure the security of airiut op- 
erations in Sarajevo, for instance, 


have been around for a long time. 
But these will be the first such 
troops in - Som alia . 

What is foe U.N. estimate of foe 
HmHi tofl in Somalia? 

Obviously, thousands have 
died. It is difficult to -give precise 
figures. From accounts that reach, 
us. another 1.5 to 2 milli on peo- 
ple are at risk unless urgent food 
supplies get in. How manypeople 
are dying daily? I wouldn’t like to 
quote any figure. Estimates range 
between 200-500. 

Would you say that the wor ld 
has not been as rupo miie to the 
Somafian femme and dvfl war- as 
it was to tbe situation m Ethiopia 
in the mid-1980s? 

Somalia's case has not been 
lobbied as well. Active lobbying 
generates a lot of support among 
governments and ensures media 
coverage. Ethiopia had active 
lobbyists in foe WesL- But people 


are beginning to pay attention to 
Somalia now. I sense an in- 
creased level of concern with 
enquiries- coming from quarters 
that were silent until recently. 


Would yon say that another 
reason for foe rather poor re- 
sponse ft that rich c ountri es have 
become inured to pictures of 
starvation and suffering, or 
maybe there has not been adequ- 
ate media coverage? 

It could be a bit of both. Tbe 
media has only recently been 
active' in Somalia. And we have 
heard stories of donor fatigue, 
compasaon fatigue. But I am not 
sure tbeworid has become totally 
desensitised. The fact is there are 
too many crises today around the 
world and foe donor nations and 
organisations are being 
approached for assistance from 
many quarters. But now I think 
Somalia is gradually gaining 
priority. The recent television 
pictures have stirred people into 


action and I hope that foe con- 
cern generated will translate into 

increased aid. 

The UJf. Secretary General 
Boutros GhaU appears to befieve 
Hint the in te rn ational commun- 
ity’s preoccupation with the 
Yugoslav crisis has been at toe 
cost of Somalia. Is tbe West being 
more responsive to a European 
avfa than to an African one? 

The secretary general was only 
trying to caution foe international 
community that we should not be 
so consumed by one crisis. He 
was trying to seek a sort of 
balance and trying to ensure that 
the U.N. pays equal attention to 
all problems. 

The Somafian Gunine cmrid wefl 
become foe worst the world has 
seen. What should be the world’s 


Bring in as much food as possi- 
ble. Flood foe country, with food. 
Only then will we be able to 



break the back of foe problem. 
The issue here is, a man with a 
gim will not starve. But if there is 
enough food, and foe gunman 
does not feel foe shortage, then 
he will not rob relief supplies 
meant for foe starving. The food 
most be shipped not only into 
Mogadishu but also to other 
areas. With that approach in 
mind, we are proposing to break 
foe country up operationally into 
four sectors, each with a port. 
Mogadishu, Kismayo in the 
sbufo, Berbers in foe northwest 
and Boosaso in tbe north. If we 
can use these four ports as staging 
points and work out an effective 
distribution system and then try 
to reach some of foe remote areas 
by air, we should be able to 
contain foe situation. But the 
plan will only succeed if there are 
a lot of food supplies available 
and if foe security problem is 
handled. 

Do yon foresee an international 
matter y intervention to stop the 
fighting and ensure that food 
reaches the starving masses? 

Some believe it should be done 
if an early truce does not come 
about. They argue that tbe hun- 
gry an# dying hive certain rights. 
This is an issue foe international 
community will have to deal with. 

Is the Organisation of African 
Unity (OAU) prepared to take the 
m it iati w on fofc? 

I don’t think foe OAU would 
want to intervene because they 
don't have the means or foe 
experience for such a campaign. 
But they are cooperating with the 


But they are cooperating 
U.N., as are foe Arab 
and Islamic Conference. 


League 


In toe long tom, if the relief 
effort succeeds in averting catas- 
trophe, what happens? Reports 
show Sotnafia as a drought rav- 
aged country with an infrastruc- 
ture totally destroyed by civil war. 

We do have a long-term objec- 
tive to bring order in Somalia. 
We are planning to work with tbe 
waning factions to bring about a 
national reconciliation. We are 
hoping to organise a national 
conference ana invite all the par- 
ties. We are also hoping to work 
with some institutions to help set 
up local police forces and enforce 
jaw and order. We are also hop- 
ing to rebuild foe institutions and 
infrastructure, but it is going to 
be along haul — World News 
Link. 


Mideast negotiators have 10 days 
to capitalise on good start 


S. Korean ties with China 
raise unification stakes 


By Barry Schwetd 

Tbe Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Arab and 
Israeli negotiators will use a 10- 
day recess to try to figure out how 
to capitalise on their good start m 
the latest round of Mideast peace 
talks. 

' The State Department sessions 
did not produce an agreement on 
any of foe four negotiating fronts. 
Bat in the two most important 
e x c hanges — between Israel and the 
Palestinians and between Israel 
and Syria — there were break- 
throughs. 

Israel and foe Palestinians 
swapped blueprints to extend li- 
mited self-rule to tbe 1.7 million 
Arab inhabitants of the West 
Bank and Gaza. 

And after staring blankly at 
each other since the peace talks 
opened 10 months ago, Syria has 
given the Israelis a written prop- 
osal to end their bitter conflict. 

Itamar Rabinovich, who was 
dean of Tel Aviv University until 
he was appointed to head brad's 
delegation in talks with foe Sy- 
rians, wfll seek guidance in Jeru- 
salem during tbe recess on bow to 
respond. 

Mr. Rabinovich galvanised foe 
talks at the outset on Aug. 24 by 


fining the Syrians for the first 
time font the 1967 and 1973 land- 
fbr-peace U.N. Security Council 
resolutions applied to the Golan 
Heights. 

Mr. Rabinovich was careful not 
to say Syria would recover even a 
portion of the strategic bluff It 
lost in die 1967 Middle East war 
with Israel. But his affirmation 
provides a basis for Syria to rein- 
force its demand for re t ur n of the 
land. 

Israel’s concessions on foe 
Palestinian front began before 
the peace talks got started ami 
have continued since. Jewish set- 
tlements on the West Bank and 
•Gaza have been curbed, hun- 
dreds of Palestinian prisoners 
were freed and 11 deportation 
orders were cancelled, 

Israeli negotiators last week 
gave Palestinians detailed prop- 
osals for autonomy that offered a 
reduced Is raeli presence in the 
territories and Palestinian elec- 
tions for administrators to ran 
day-to-day affairs. 

Hie Palestinians responded 
with a demand that Israel halt all 
settlement activity, complaints 
about prison conditions and 
charges that Israel is ignoring 
their rights to own land. 

But with all foe- rhetoric and 


side issues, the Palestinians also 
submitted a modified -version of 
their self-rule plan. It stiDaims to 
a state on the West 
Bank and In Gaza with Jerusalem 
as the capital- But spokeswoman 
Hanan A^hrawi also assured that 
tbe proposal took some of Israel’s 
concents into account. 

Heading into the recess, chief 
Palestinian negotiator Haidar 
Abdul Shafi said Thursday “we 
came closer to understanding on 
some issues.” 

Israel had hoped to accomplish 
more. Chief negotiator Efyakim 
Rubinstein said be was frus- 
trated. “Patience is needed,” he 
said. 

What Israel is banking cm — 
and it seems a smart bet — is that 
the Palestinians eventually will 
acc ep t something less than state- 
hood for foe time being. 

The negotiations are based on 
an understanding that whatever 
deal is struck for the West Bank 
and Gaza wiD be a temporary 
one. Negotiations on a final set- 
tlement are to follow the trial 
period of coexistence. 

Other measures including tbe 
Palestinian uprising have railed 
and the Palestinians may have no 
alternative to taking what they 
can get in the negotiations. 


By Andrew Steele 
Reuter 

SEOUL — The establishment of 
diplomatic ties between South 
Korea and China has raised die 
stakes in Seoul's confusing poli- 
tical poker game for unification 
with the communist north, 
analysts said. 

They said SconJ had scored a 
major coup in marshalling into its 
own camp the last of the four 
major world powers with high 
stakes in Korea — China, foe 
United States, Japan and Russia, 
But the ultimate- raize of a 
single Korea and the abolition of 
toe world's last cold war frontier 
will depend on the so-far unpre- 
dictable reaction erf the bardme 


North Korea has yet to react to 
the news that Peking, its principal 
backer, has cons umm ated a rail 
diptomatkrelatiooshipwifo the 
south. 

“If the forces of pragmatism 
really are at work in the north, 
there is bound to be a hew mood 
of co m p ro mise in Pyongyang's 
talks with South Korea? 4 one 
Western diplomat -said. 

“But we must not underesti- 
mate North Korea’s capacity to 
go ft alone* IPs not as if Peking is 


deserting the north completely ” 
he added. 

“The ball is firmly in Pyon- 
gyang's court. Its next move will 
signal whether we are entering a 
new era of co-operation (with foe 
sooth), or whether it will try to sit 
tight and survive in its increasing 
isolation,” another Western 
analyst said. 

This week’s scheduled talks be- 
tween north and south at the 
border truce village of Pannnm- 
jom will provide a weathervane 
of northern sentiment following 
the Seoul-Pelting accord, analysts 
said. 

If any progress ft made at the 
talks, scheduled for Wednesday 
and Friday, it would agnal a 
victory for the northern pragnut- 
is&advtfcating closer contact with 
the south, they said. 

Butif Pyongyang adopts stall- 
ing tactics at these meetings, ft 
would indicate a northern move 
to up the political ante, which 
may lead to the postponement of 
talks between northern and 
southern prime, ministers slated 
for mid-September. 

The prime ministerial talks in 

Pyongyang wfll be the eighth 
roundof foe highest-level forum 
for inter-Korean exchange. 

South Korea, gleefully count- 


ing foe benefits of diplomatic ties 
with Chin a, has said its rap- 
prochement with Peking had laid 
foe cornerstone for the peaceful 
reu nifi c ati on of -Korea, divided 
since the 1950-53 Korean conflict. 

“The normalisation of relations 
between our two countries marks 
a significant turning point in world 
hBtory. It heralds tbe beginning 
of the end of the cold war m East 
Asia, which remains the last Lega- 
cy of foe cold war era,” President 
Koh Tae-Woo said. 

i 

Analysts said the new-found 
“rondstop between Peking and 
Seoul may have a knock-on 
effect stimulating rapproche- 
ment between North Korea and 
two of its most bitter ideological 
roes, the United States and 
Japan. 


Pyongyang's overtures to the 
S™ * superpowers 

***“ spumed because 
erf Washington and Tokyo’s in- ' 
swtenoe that improved inter-Ko- ■ 
rem. dialogue most come first 
Relations between Pyongyang 
Md Seoul thawed at the endcl 
last year when foe two signed a > 


ovcr *e north's nuclear proe- 
^ mme few brought trUiTtm 
***& eraticu to a standstill. 
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PARIS — The idea that George 
Bosh would attack Iraq to adv- 
ance his electoral interests is not 
in the feast implausible. It would 
have been an implausible act by 
most earlier American presi- 
dents. Mr. Bosh., however, has 
establishedfbr himself a record of 
cynidfim in doctoral matters, and 
also in foreign relations, that the 
country, if not himself, would 
have been better off without. • 

His two wars have both been 
peculiar affairs. A primary 
motivation for die U.S. attacks 
on Panama and Iraq seoned per- 
sonal animosity felt by Mr. Bosh 
for Manuel Noriega and RnHrfam 
Hussein. The centralisation of 
war power in the presidential 
office, ' the marginalisation or 
neutr alisat ion erf Congress, and 
the obstruction of press scrutiny 
all have taken great bounds for- 
ward under the Reagan and Bush 
pnreaaendes, contributing to a 
situation in which a president is 
held to no effective account for 
decisions of this land. 

However, if another attack is 
to take place on Iraq, Saddam 
Hussein has not been so foolish as 
to cooperate in providing the 
justification — this week — by 
obstructing United Nations in- 
spections. His persecution of the 
Shiite minority in Iraq's south 
already has warranted interna- 
tional measures to create and 
defend a protection zone for 
them like the one already estab- 
lished for the Kurds in the north 
of Iraq. Hence it is reasonable to 
expect a military intervention of 
one kind or the other, certainly 
before November. 

If only Washington and its 
allies could find the same zeal to 
protect not only tire Bosnians in 
what was Yugoslavia, but also 
those ex- Yugoslavs who must 
expect to become the next victims 
of Serbian ethnic purge. But Mr. , 
Bush sees no. .electoral 
profit in prescience or political 
initiative in the Balkans, to avert, 
still more horror. 

And in Europe, since Margaret 
Thatcher left Downing Street, 
Britain has reverted to its pre- 
vious foreign policy position, 
which is to have no independent 
foreign policy at all, but to follow 
Washington in whatever it does. 
Current holder of the European 
Community presidency, Britain is 
successfully imposing the same 
non-policy upon Europe. Only 
France is offering slight but in- 
effectual resistance to tins prog- 
ramme of inaction — thus having 


things both ways. 

Mr. Bush's reputation as a 
sound man on foreign policy has 
always seemed to me unfounded. 
He is expert in foreign relations, 
having spent his executive branch 
career exclusively in offices con- 
cerned with international mat- 
ters. He obviously knows other 
countries and the major figures 
abroad. But expertise and experi- 
ence do not necessarily produce 
leadersh ip, and the evidence is 
that Mr. Bush has over the years 
moved steadily upward towards 
an office for which he is intellec- 
tually and morally unqualified ■ — 
larinnp as he plaintively said, 

the “vision” in world affairs ex- 
pected from a president. 

The two recent presidents who 
. conducted successful foreign poli- 
cies (whether you like or not what 

they did) were Harry Truman and 

Richard Nixon. Mr. Truman was,. 




Cold, calculated hot pursuit 


er of history and also a man of 
formidable moral independence. 
He would never have remotely 
imagined advancing his personal 
electoral interests m disregard of. 
the national interest. _ His curt 
dismissal for insubordination of 
the supremely popular General 
Douglas MacArtbnr in 1951 was 
evidence of that. 

Mr. Nixon also possessed a 
serious geopolitical intelligence, 
and of course was advsed by a 
man of first-class abilities (and 
weaknesses, one might add), 
Henry Kissinger. Mr. Truman' 
I 1 had the counsel of a group of 
officials, formed in the war, who 
were the best tire modem U.S. 
foreign and military service have 
possessed. 

Those were days when honour 
and prestige attached to the ser- 
vice of American government 
Today, after two decades during 
which candidates and parties 
have campaigned against 
Washington and a gains t the gov- 
ernment, just the opposite is true. 

Mr. Bush has made foreign 
policy in the past in terms of 
electoral advantage, an d be is 
doing so now with respect both to 
Yugoslavia and to Iraq. The mes- 
i sage that accompanies Washing- 
* ton's indifference to those suffer- 
ing in Yugoslavia and those who 
w3l suffer if the bombs fall on 
Iraq is that they shouldn't, take it 
top seriously, it’s only potties — 
■ in ternational Herald Tribune. 


ENRIQUE CAMARENA — 
better known as “Kflri” — was an 
undercover agent of the United 
States Drag Enforcement Agency 
(DEA). He disappeared on 
February 7, 1985, and a month 
later his body, together with that 
of his DEA pilot, Alfredo Zavala 
A velar, was found m a slit-: trench 
grave outside Guadalajara, 
Mexico. 

The profession of undercover 
agent is a risky one; to act for the 
DEA,~one of half a dozen agen- 
cies' competing for budgets in 
President Bush’s “drug war," is 
even riskier. One is jnst as likely 
to be sold ont by agents working 
for another agency as by mem- 
bers of the underworld. 

But for some reason, perhaps 
the brutal nature of their mur- 
ders , allegedly after prolonged 
interrogation under torture, the 
IritKng of Camaxena caused the 
DEA to react in a spectacular 
way. When the agency and the 
Bush administration thought that 
Mexico was dragging its feet (de- 
spite the fact that several mem- 
bers. of the Guadalajara drugs 
mafia had been tried and con- 
victed for the crime) they pot out 
a contract on throe who had 
participated in Ins murder and 
not yet been arrested. 

Particularly, they targeted 
Humberto Alvarez Macham, a 
gynaecologist who, the DEA. 
alleged, had “observed” the tor- 
ture of Camarena and used drugs 
to keep him alive for further 
torture. 

In April 1990 Dr. Alvarez 
Machain was seeing patients in 
his office when six armed kidnap- 
pers broke in, put a gun to the 
bade of his head, bundled him 
into a car, held him captive for 21 
boms, and flew him - in a private 
plane to El Paso, Texas, where 
DEA agent* awaited him. The 
price of the seizure was allegedly 
>50,000 phis expenses. 

An almighty fracas then broke 
out, as Mexico vigorously pro- 
tested against the kkbappmg, 
claiming cm three successive occa- 
sions that the U.S. had violated 
its extradition treaty with Mex- 
ico, “invaded”! a sovereign state 


By Titade Obadiua; , ^ ., 

' ’ ‘ ‘'Reuter \ 

IBADAN; NTGERJLA^ Crm, 
breeders ' in’ 'Nigeria' "TwYe de- 
veloped an unproved variety of 
cassava they say could double 
output of the staple and help fight 
famine in Africa. 

“It has the potential of a major 
breakthrough in terms of yield.” 
Lukas Binder, director-general of 
the International Institute of Tro- 
pical Agriculture (UTA), told 
Reuters. 

IITA researchers discovered 
the "super cassava” by crossing 
cultivated species and wild 
varieties of the tuberous plant. 


and violated .“all the norms of 
international law.” 

A month ago, the U.S. Sup- 
reme Court decided that argu- 
ment was nonsense and over- 
threw dnsnasboth at District aad 
Appeal Court levels which would 
have returned Dr. Alvarez 
Macham to Mexico, there to 
stand trial as the extr a d i tion trea- 
ty requires. 

For the Supreme Court to have 
ruled otherwise would dearly 
have jeopardised the official U.S. 
position on the “hot pursuit” of 
those who violate U.S. laws, re- 
gardless of whether those crimes 
arc committed on foreign soil and 
by citizens of sovereign nations. 
K Mr. Bush invaded Panama jnst 
to seize Manuel Noriega, why 
should kidnappers acting on be- 
half of the government not seize 
Dr. Alvarez Macham? Once in- 
ternational law had been 
weakened by the seizure of Adolf 
Eichmann in 1960 by Israeli 
agents, and his subsequent trial 
and execution, why should less 
important vengeances not be .ex- 
ecuted by governments of their 
agents? 

None the less, the incident, and 
die Supreme Court decision, left 
a sour taste in Mexican mouths; 
and it is unlikely that President 
Bush’s promise on Monday “not 
to do it again” wfll be particularly 
placating — especially given the 
signs that Mr. Bash's rejection is 
far from assured. 

It was not only Mexicans who 
were bothered, bat much of Latin 
America, where the famed drag 
war has impinged severely on the 
national sovereignty of many 
countries: Peru, Bolivia, Col- 
ombia and Venezuela, just to 
mention a few. It is a “war” 
largely nn p er ceived by American 
or international opinion, but it 
involves the U.S. armed forces as 
well as the .various competing 
drug agencies: in defoliation, 
satellite detection, overflights, in- 
terdiction of air space and the 
high seas. 

Given the high priority 
attached to the crusade — which 
in fact does nothing more than 
raise the price of drugs and in- 


crease the profit to dlealcre — one 
can understand some erf the U.S. 
administration's impatience; 
Many of these governments at 
least appear to be corrupt; no one 
has ever held up Latin American 
courts as symbols of quick or 
impartial justice; aiid despite 
some spectacular arrests and ex- 
traditions, a fair numbi er of high- 
ranking drug wholesalers con- 
tinue their activities motouched. 

For all that, extradition treaties 
with most of these rations do 
exist, so that offenders charged 
with a specific crime may * be tried- 
with dne process. So what 
reasons did the Supreme Court 
find for maintaining that Dr. 
Alvarez Machain should tie tried 
m Los Angeles and that Ids kid- 
napping was no violation iof dne 
process nor of the extetidhion 
treaty with Mexico (a document 
first signed in the last century and 
regularly updated)? 

The court’s reasoning (by- a 6-3 
decision, with Justices Stevens, 
Blackmon and O’Connor dissent- . 
bog) was, basically, that this ex- 
traction treaty with Mexio! does 
' not specifically bar the seizure of 
an alleged criminal on foreign 
soil, and What is not prohi- 
bited is licit: “The. decision of 
whether the respondent six mid 
be returned to Mexico, as a mat- 
ter outside the treaty, is a matter 
for the executive branch.” 

The dissenting justices made a 
far more powerful and reasoned 
statement than this judicial 
abdication to executive powisr. 
The idea that what is not men- 
tioned In a treaty allows ope 
government to act towards 
another in violation of inten^i- 
tibnal law would, they noted, 
“tran sform (its) provisions intjo 
fittle more than verbiage:” They 
went on to argue tint if this: 
doctrine held, it would hol^ 
equally for other acts: “If the 
United States,- for example/ 
thought it more- expedient to tor-: 

■ tore or simply execute a person 
rather than to attempt extradi- ’ 
tion, these options would be 
equally available, be c ause they, 
too, were not explicitly prohi- 
bited by the treaty ... the court 


By Keith Bofeford 

has, in effect, written ... a new 
provision ... (that) either con- 
tracting party can, without the 
conseqt of tire other, abduct 
natio nal* from the territory of 
one party to be tried in the 
territory of the other.” 

The legal argument has tended 
to obscure the arbitrariness of the 
kidnapping itself. The DEA 
daims it has ample evidence of 
Dr. Alvarez Machadn’s “parti- 
cipation” in the murder of 
Camarena; not unnaturally, the 
Guadalajara gynaecologist is 
equally vehement in his denials. 
He dfttmx be was called in by 
another doctor because Kiki, the 
undercover agent, was poorly. 
This other doctor, Joan Mejia 
Monge, had allegedly been 
assigned to “checking his 
(Camarena’s) pupils and vital 


: ::?$ 






signs.” And what else could Dr. 
Alvarez Machain have done once 
summoned, bat treat a sick 
person? 

The DEA’s case is put with 
some fervour by John C Lawn, 
who beaded the DEA at the time 
of the kidnappir^ and is now in a 
less demanding job as chief oper- 
ating officer of die New York 
Yankees baseball dub. He has 
acknowledged that “getting 
Alvarez” was a top priority for 
the agency, despite the fact that 
he was not tfirectiy responsible 
for K0d*s death. 

The background to this is part 
of American legal folklore. Be- 
cause proring drug crimes is sing- 
ularly difficult, in 1970 Congress 
enacted the Racketeer-Influ- 
enced and Corrupt Organisations 
Act (Rico), a blunt instrument by 


which anyone connected in any 
way with any alleged crime can be 
prosecuted under rules of evi- 
dence and proof that would not 
stand up in an individual prosecu- 
tion. 

But Dr. Alvarez Machain’s 
kidnapping and his forthcoming 
trial, courtesy of foe Supreme 
Court, are not about law at all, 
but rather about war and a cru- 
sade. If you want a taste of what 
is involved, listen to Mr. Lawn: 
“We talk about the Hippocratic 
oath, the role of a doctor to 
maintain the wellbeing of a per- 
son, and then we learn about a 
doctor who keeps a person alive 
so that he can be tortured and 
killed. Thar is just horrifying. It 
reminds me of something that 
happened a few decades ago,” — 
presumably in Nazi Germany. 


As cynics have observed, all it 
would take to persuade the Sup- 
reme Court that government- 
sponsored kidnapping of foreign 
nationals for crimes committed 
abroad is not a good idea would 
be for General Qadhafi of Libya 
to kidnap an American or two on 
U.S. soil. But, given the realities 
of American politics, where risi- 
ble signs of action, whether wise 
or unwise, are what counts, foe 
smart money is not on the aban- 
donment of further such kidnap- 
pings. 

Manuel Noriega, who was, af- 
ter all, a head of state, has just 
been sentenced to 40 years .in a 
Florida court, to the plaudits of 
the administration; Humberto 
Alvarez Machain is not likely to 
be given a more favourable ver- 
dict — The Independent. 



Part of the largely nnperceived “drags war” — a DEA squad on a poppy raiding mission in Latin America, tactics also Involve satellite 
detection and the intenHction of air space 


Super cassava’ could save poorest of Africa’s poor 


.V ■titetiOHi pro- 

-duce'at'.least' double dte^teld of 
traditional j yarietiqs,” .Mr^jfrader 
'said of the tiighbreed cassava. 

The new variety, with more 
chromosomes, has been tested in 
various' African countries with 
encouraging results, he said. 

Cassava specialists at IITA, 
one of 18 worldwide centres link- 
ed in the consultative group on 
International Agricultural Re- 
search, have for the past 20 
years worked on developing high- 
yielding and pest resistant 
varieties. 

Over the period OTA, a non-: 
profit organisation backed by 


jwestem donors including the 
World Bank, has supplied' im- 
proved casra vajvarteTte< tomorc 
than 30 African conhmSr ^' 

High calorie cassava, an irregu- 
lar oval shaped tuber also known 
as manioc, is a cheap staple that 
provides half the energy needs of 
more than 200 million people in 
Africa. 

Cassava is processed to reduce 
its cyanide content and eaten 
whole or grated or fermented to 
make various traditional dishes. 
Ibe crop's leaves can also be used 
in sauces. 

“It is foe crop of foe poorest of 
the poor,” says Steven Lawani, 


EITA's director of rnforfoApaq. 

■ '■jHcrwever,a growing -numbfcrof 
, mJd&e-cIass homebdlds^l hit, 
ec<Hwrnlc^austerity,’ 'art ^mihg 

to '.cassava from more expensive 
staples like rice and yam. 

Cassava is widely grown in 
WeSjt and Central Africa under 
environmental conditions varying 
from' semi-arid to humid forest. 

It dan thrive in poor soils and is 
resistant to drought. It does not 
need phenucal fertiliser or much 
rain. ■ 

The crop can also fcip left in the 
ground for long periods, enabling 
fanners to harvest as required 
and wi thout the need for storage 


facilities. 

The ease'of growing and main- 
taipingthe root crop makes.cassa- 
va Africa's quintessential cheap 
food, said Mr. Lawani. 

■ IITA officials believe foe new 
varieties can help Africa over- 
come its food production prob- 
lems at a time when agriculture 
output lags ■ behind population 
growth. 

“It may not eliminate hunger 
but it could substantially reduce 
foe incidence of famine,” Mr. 
Lawani said. 

About half foe world's 160 
million tonnes of annual cassava 
production is grown in Africa, 


with Nigeria accounting for about . 
a third of foe continent's output:-'. 

.Nigeria has become the world's 
largest cassava producer over the 
past three years, largely thanks to 
foe use of improved varieties 
developed by IITA. 

“Nowhere in the world has 
there been a doubling of crop 
yield within five years, which is 
what has happened with cassava 
in Nigeria,” Mr. Brader said. 

UTA officials believe other 
parts of Africa where cassava is 
not now grown in large quanti- 
ties, tike drought-hit southern 
Africa, could benefit from culti- 
vating the crop. 


“We are pushing cassava to foe 
northern limits of the sahel and 
down south as far as Zambia." 
Mr. Lawani said. 

Though the “super cassava" 
has many obvious advantages. 
UTA scientists say more work 
still needs to be done to improve 
foe crop further, especially to 
raise its nutritious content. 

“It’s of course interesting to 
produce high yields but it is 
equally important to produce 
varieties with a higher nutritional 
quality,” Mr. Brader said. 

“We think we will be able to 
identity clones with higher pro- 
tein,” he added. 
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iraq accused of withholding details 


(Continued from page 1) 

ig operation of an incinerator to 
•? used to destroy 40,000 leaking 
oison-gas munitions at a labora- 
**ry complex bombed during the 
iiUf war. 

On Saturday, a three-man 
2 am led by Briton Ron Manley 
rcived to check the incinerator 
nd hydrolysis unit at Muthana. 
30 kilometres northwest of 
iagbdad. 

Destruction of the chemical 
eapons is expected to last into 
993. 

Mr. ZifFerero appeared overall - 
j be optimistic. 


In other developments: 

— A senior Ministry of In- 
formation official declared Sun- 
day Iraqis would rather die fight- 
ing than give in to Western 
attempts to reimpose colonial 
rule. 

“Surrender is not in the charac- 
ter of a people like the Iraqis, 
who possess the potential for 
progress and revival," Noureddin 
A1 Marsoumi wrote in the news- 
paper Babil. 

— Iraq said Sunday it had 
finished digging its Third River 
irrigation project and water 
would soon flow from Baghdad to 
the head of the Golf. 



“All excavation activities con- 
cerning the leader’s river are 
over," project operations room 
director Zuheir Abbas Mahmoud 
told the government newspaper 
A1 Jmnhonriyah. 

“Most sections of the river will 
be ready to receive the flow of 
water once the slopes are trim- 
med." 

The 565-kilometre Third River 1 
is bang buflt to reclaim salty land 
by washing it with excess irriga- 
tion water from the Tigris and 
Euphrates rivers 

— Nizar Hamdouo, Iraq's new 
ambassador to the United Na- 
tions, arrived in Jordan Saturday 
en route to New York. Mr. Ham- 
doun, a former deputy foreign 
[minister and ex-ambassador to 
die United States, refused to 


Non-aligned s ummi t ends with assertion 
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(Cootinaed from page 1) 
The movement reiterates long- 
standing concern over Palestine, 
apartheid in South Africa and 
international military spending. 

On the Mideast, the message 
said, “we vigorously support the 
legitimate straggle of the Palesti- 
nian people to secure their in- 
alienable rights and independ- 
ence and the withdrawal of Israel 
from all occupied Arab lands." 

On the United Nations, it said: 
“The Non-Aligned Movement 
should play a leading role, in 
revitalising, restructuring and 
democratising the United Nations 
system. To this end, we have 
decided to establish a high-level 
working group charged with the 
elaboration of concrete proposals 
for the st rengthening of the Un- 
ited Nations.” - 
Several non-aligned leaders 
want foe powers of permanent 
members of die Security Council 
trimmed to allow developing na- 
tions a greater voice in running 
foe world body. 

Another resolution said foe 
widening gap between industrial- 
ised nations of the North and 
developing lands in foe South 
threatens international stability. 

- “The main challenge facing the 
international community was red- 
ress of the stark contrast between 
the affluence of the North and the 
impoverishment of the South," it 
said. 

It proposed reactivation of 
North-South dialogue on de- 
velopment and said such a dia- 
logue “should not be. cast any 


more in terms of ‘demands’ on 
the part of foe developing coun- 
tries or misperceived as ‘charity’ 
on foe part of the advanced coun- 
tries.” 

Written in sober terms, the 
position paper eschewed the con- 
frontational tone of foe Non- 
Aligned Movement's earlier 
years. 

Iraq complained it had been 
gagged after foe movement re- 
'• fused its plea to express “grave 
* concern’ 1 over the “no-fly", zone 
imposed on southern Iraq by foe 
United States, Britain and 
France. 

“As a result, the delegation of 
my country registers its strong 
reservation on paragraphs 29 and 
30," Vice-President Taha Yassin 
Ramadan told foe* final dosed 
.session in a speech. 

He was referring to the two 
Gulf-related clauses in foe final 
political declaration. These wel- 
■ come Kuwait’s liberation and de- 
mand, without naming Iraq, im- 
plementation of “all relevant Un- 
ited Nations Security Council re- 
solutions regarding the region.” 

The Security Council is main- 
taining its two-year blockade un- 
til Baghdad complies fully with 
these resolutions. 

“It (Iraq) has not been allowed 
to discuss the issue and to prove 
whether our request was accept- 
ance or not, and despite the fact 
that it (the air exclusion zone) is 
of dangerous and vital import- 
ance to the future of all countries 
in foe movement,” Mr. Ramadan 
said. 
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answer questions. 

“I don't have any intention to 
give any statements to reporters 
until I get to New York,” he said. 

— A senior Kuwaiti health 
official said Sunday that Kuwait 
(rill have to write off tonnes of 
medical equipment and supplies 
returned from Iraq. 

“Ail of onr equipment was 
totally and deliberately damaged. 
There is not one item that we can 
use," said Dr. Abdul Rahim A1 
Zeid, the Health Ministry’s assis- 
tant undersecretary for technical 
affairs. 

The official would not give a 
figure for the losses, but he said 
the government was going to 
claim compensation for foe dam- 
aged equipment through the Un- 
ited Nations. 


Efforts to free Shbeilat stepped up 

(Continued from' page 1) .. w<v . hnn« this ease i 


Deputy’s wife says he is innocent 


two colleagues, the Muslim 
Brotherhood deputies demand a 
constitutional amendment that 
would guarantee this treatment of 
a member of Parliament on equal 
footing with a minister. Hence he 
should not be charged except 
with the approval of 'a two-thirds 
majority vote in tiie House. Ibis 
is demanded in ; appreciation of 
foe role foe deputy is assuming 
and the popular base which be 
represents. Otherwise any re- 
vengeful accusation would even- 
tually put him Ijehind bars until 
be i$ proven inmocent. 

“The Musfim. Brotherhood be- 
lieves that protraction of the coun- 
try’s security and its citizens 1 safe- 
ty is of sublime value and one 
should not be' lenient with those 
who dare to erncroach upon them, 
irrespective qlf their position. The 
bloc, however, refuses to see this 
principle exploited as an umbrella 
to infringe on other people’s free- 
doms which: were guaranteed by 
the Islamic law and safeguarded 
by the Conistitntion. 

“In the light of the above, the 
Muslim B'rotherhood deputies 
declare the j two deputies innocent 
until foe cofurt proves them other- 


wise. The bloc hopes this case be 
regarded within the context of foe 
rircamstances that faced this re- 
gion during 1 the Gulf crisis when 
foe nation was threatened by foe 
aggressors, prompting people, in- 
cluding members of the legisla- 
tive ami executive authorities, to 
undertake all possible measures 
to defend the homeland. 

“The Muslim Brotherhood 
members were dismayed at what 
they heard about the way in 
which Deputy Laifo Shbeilat was 
moved from Swaqa prison to the 
State Security Court. He was 
moved handcuffed in a prison van 
although we know be is one of 
those patriots, keen on defending 
his country. * 

“The Muslim Brotherhood 
hops that the two colleagues be 
accorded . the best conditions 
afforded to any other citizen in 
their position regarding their re- 
lease on bad! and fair treatment. 

“We demand that all media 
campaign against the two de- 
puties be halted and that they be 
granted sufficient chance to de- 
fend themselves with human 
dignity and in line with the demo- 
cratic path which Jordan has 
charted for itself.” 
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P warns of dumping in Somalia 

(Continued from pn g* 1) in January 1991. 

for Research in Agroforestry. . ^ , 

b. Tolba said the Italians *nnping could aggravate the des- 
rc taking advantage of Soma- <™aon «t Somalia s ecosystem 

lirt's tacTof government and 
' | - ^ . i ffic ravaged idooii wncre tens u 

gM^mstebDity to carry out the not hundrfed^of . thousands 

(legal venture. already hnlrdiedfran drouaht 

To protect ' hiS-'Soarces-, -Mr. — ^ ^ ^ 

F olda would not name the Italian Mr. Tolba said foe Italians’ 

nUnnei? to they “"“ty were manufacturing 

planned to dump foe waste* ^ | naimton to be installed in 

Somalia has been devastated Somalia that would handle at 
with dan fighting, banditry and least two 500,000 tonne ship- 
looting and without any central merits of toxic wastes next year 
government since rebels ousted for an estimated profit of $4 
dictator Mohammad Siad Bane milli on to $6 million. 


(Continued from page 1) 

typed statement before she 
answered reporters’ questions, 
referred Co an artide written by 
her husband and published in A1 
Ra’i last June following the assas- 
sination of anti-Muslim fun- 
damentalist Egyptian writer Faraj 
Fodeh. The artide, headlined 
“Condemnation and rejection of 
violence as a means of struggle in 
our societies," condemned foe 
killing. 

Mr. Shbeilat, an independent 
Islamist, was detained last week 
for questioning ami later charged 
for transport and possession of 
explosives. He is being held at 
Swaqa prison. 

“All logic and reason contra- 
dicts that Laith Shbeilat is one of 
the people who deal with violence 
and arms as a means to achieve 
change,” Mrs. Shbeilat stated. 

She expressed optimism that 
her husband would be acquitted, 
a view shared by her husband’s 
lawyers. 

Mr. Shbeflafs lawyer told the 
Jordan Times Sunday that tire 
State Security Court prosecutors 
had no legal evidence that could 
convict bun in any court. 

Mr. Bakr, who heads a battery 
of defence lawyers for Mr. 
Shbeilat, insisted tjiat foe charge 
against foe deputy was based on 
confessions by two suspects held 
under custody and did not consti- 
tute sufficient grounds to convict 

him. 

“The charge against him is 
based on supposition, which is 
not true m foe first place,” Mr. 
Bakr said. 

Mfr. Shbeilat was detained after 
allegations made by the two that 
his car was used to transport 
weapons. 

“Any court, even a military 
court, cannot convict a person 
based on confessions made by an 
accused against another person 
who is accused unless it is cor- 
roborated with other evidence," 
Mr. Bakr said. He referred to 
Article 148 of the criminal proce- 
dure law of 1961 that suspects’ 
testimonies were not enough to 
convict another. 

While the state security pro- 
secutors have kept a tight lid on 
the findings of their investigations 
of cases involving illegal arms and 
explosives, security sources have 
leaded that Mr. Shbeilat would 
have been arrested if there was 
no concrete evidence against him, 
especially that be enjoyed wide 
fniblic support*' 

Security officers confiscated 
video tapes, documents- — in clud- ' 
1 ing several files related to corrup- 
tion cases in which Mr. Shbeilat 
was working on as head of Parlia- 
ment's Investigations Committee 
— ■ cassettes and computer disks 
from the deputy’s office before he 
was detained, according to his 
associates. 
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* CLASSROOM EDUCATION 

* COMPUTER TRAINING 

* PRESENTATIONS 


Now you can project your 
computer's real colour . 
capability to make every | 
business or classroom 
presentation more 
captivating and persuasive; 


In Focus LCD panels 
feature: 


* 16 Colour Display 

* 640 X 480 resolution 

* IBM PC Computable, " wj 

Apple II GS, Macintosh, JH 

MAC LC, MAC II series M 

with 12in. and 13in. M 

monitor. S 

* Built in loop-through, flP 

allowing you to view your r 
monitor and projected 

image simultaneously. 


JORDAN COMPUTER CENTER 

Shmeisani, Tel. 679626/616 
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Mr. Shbeilat has refused to 
answer any questions by the State 
Security Court prosecutor- 
general after Mr. Bakr was not 
permitted a private session with 
bis client, adding that he would 
make his statements in a formal 
court hearing, according to his 

lawyer. . . x 

Mr. Bakr told the Jordan 
Tunes that his request for a one- 
to-one meeting with Mr- Shbeilat 
was rejected. The prosecutor- 
general insisted that a clerk be 
present at the meeting, some- 
thing the lawyer rejected. - 

Prosecutor-General Muhannad 
Hijazi confirmed to reporters that 
a court clerk must be. present at 
the private meeting in a state- 
ment he made outside the court 
on Saturday after Mr. Shbeila 
pleaded not guilty to the charge; 
against him. 

“I should be given full oppor- 
tunity to meet my client private- 
ly," Mr. Bakr told the Jordan 
Times. 

The prosecutor-general also 
did not permit foe group of 
lawyers defending Mr . Shbeilat to 
see him. But the attorneys, who 
include three Lower House de- 
puties, saw him as he was walking 
outside the court to be trans- 
ported back to prison m hand- 
cuffs. He reportedly lifted his 
handcuffed hands to wave to his 
colleagues. 

Mrs- Shbeilat also questioned 
why her husband had not been 
granted a private session with 
lawyer, and why he was noi 
granted bail “although the law 
allows bail in exceptional cases-” 

“The concerned authorities 
saw there was no exceptional 
circumstances in this case — of a 
parliamentarian who received the 
highest number of votes in his 
district, and he is also the.head of 
the Parliamentary committee in- 
vestigating corruption — to grant 
him a private session with his 
lawyer,” Mrs. Shbeilat com- 
plained. 

According to lawyers, the 
prosecutor-general of foe State 
Security Court has the right to 
decide whether an accused could 
see his attorney privately or not 
before questioning. 

Mr. Hijazi was quoted as 
saying Sunday that the prosecu- 
tion would try to question Mr. 
Shbeilat again on Tuesday after 
the deputy refused to say any- 
thing except in a court hearing. 

Lebanon 

(CaatiniKd from page 1) 

who spearhead; the Christian 
boycott that has failed to stop the 
polls, said in a sermor Lebanese 
needed an honest parliament. 

“When dialogue is cut between 
people and those who govern, 
peace is in jeopardy,” be warned. 













India moves 
forward on literacy 


By R.C. Rajamani 
re racy is . a major input for 
veiopmem especially for a 
. -mocracy like India. When In- 
A a strained independence in 
47. the literacy nuc was a- 
anal T6 per cent. A daunting 
sk lay ahead of the young na- 

HI-.* 

Inspired by The visionary. Pan- 
t JawaharlalNehru. India's first 
ime minister. the country took 
l> the challenge. The task was - 
vesome in a Hind long used to a 
udal system which was sought 
be perpetrated by vested in* 
rests which wanted India to 
main in. island of prosperity 
iid$t general backwardness. 
Making slow, but steady prog- 
ss. India finally crossed the 5) 
r cent mark in 1991 when the 
ceunial census showed a liter- 
j rateof S2.ll per cent This is 
increase of more than ten per 
it- over the 1981 rate of 41.42 
r cent. While male literacy is 
88- per cent, up by more than 
i per cent over the 1981 figure, 
nale literacy is 39.42 per cent, 
irfy 1 1 per cent more than the 
»1 figure of 39.42. per cent, 
rbe literacy drive gained par- 
ilar momentum in 1988 when 
National Literacy Mission 
~M) was launched. The NLM 
\ one of the five technology 
aons set by the then govern-, 
at to' identdy and prioritise 
ical areas of development, 
he main objective of the- 
M is to impart fractional li- 
ny to 80 million illiterate peo- 
in the 15-35 age group by 
5. The focus is on rural areas 
l a special concern for women 
people belonging to sche- 
id castes and scheduled tribes, 
ihe mission's progress so far 
confirmed that eradication of 
Jracy is no more a utopian 
i but possible. Kerala and 
dicherry have already 
ined hundred per centliteracy 
mfing to norms set by the 
acy mission. A few districts in 
cted states like West Bengal, 
nataka, and Maharashtra 
; also attained this feat rhanfc* 
igorous efforts by the mission. 
>arted by voluntary organisa- 
s and .moosaods of* selfless. ’ 
kers. . , 

eraia is the first state to have 
mm htmdredper cent' literate . 
he country. The manner and .. 
hodology adopted for the' 


Kerala campaign became a model 
fo-. the rest of the country. 

A mass mobilisation campaign 
was launched under the auspices 
of the National Service Scheme 
(NSS) wing of Mahatma Gandhi 
University. Kottayam on March 
18. 1989. This town was first 
taken up for the total literacy 

campaign which later spread to 
the rest, of the slate. The town's 
rauniripahty and its collector in- 
volved themselves actively in the 
programme. 

First it was identified that there 
were 2.000 people in die age ; 
group of 5-65 still to be made 
literate. A concerted effort by 
everyone involved saw Kottayam 
100 per cent literate on June 25, 
1989. The campaign reached its 
fruition exactly lOO days after it 
was launched, thus making a sig- 
nal success in the work of the 
National Literacy Mission. 

In fact, a much greater effort 
was launched earlier, on Januaty 
26, 1989. to make the entire 
district of Emakularn 100 per 
cent literate. In this task , about 

21.000 volunteer instructors were 
involved in transforming about 

150.000 illiterate people into a - 
literate population. Students, 
teachers, unemployed youth, re- 
tired employees, police officers, 
medical officers, trade unionists 
as well as religious leaders whole- 
heartedly participated in the cam- 
paign. ’The distinct achieved 100 
per cent literacy in October 2, 
1989, the birth anniversary of 

' Mahatma Gandhi 

Kerala then moved to take up 
the task of making the entire state 
literate The total literacy drive 
was spearheaded by the Kerala 
Sak5barra Samiti (KSS), aa 
autonomous registered body with 
representation of all sections of 
political and social leadership. 

-The campaign began with a one 
day literacy survey on April 8, 
1990 to identify toe number of 
illiterate population in the state. 
A total of 18. 74, 217 people were 
identified as prospective literacy 
learners in the age group of 5-60 
years. The districts in the state 


resource persons and given train- 
ing. They trained 2,500 district 
level resource person who in turn 
conducted block level training. In 
all, 2,37,650 instructors were 
trained, 65 per cent of them being 
women. 

The key to the success of K«a- 
la campaign was voluntarism and 
mass participation which trans- 
cended religious, caste and dass 
barriers. The Hindu priests, the 
mullahs and church leaders were 
one in advocating total literacy to 
the people. With such a 
tremendous uspurge of coopera- 
tion, it. was no wonder Kerala 
became 100 per cent literate in 
April 1991. 

After Kerala, the neighbouring 
union territory of Pancticberry, 
attained 100 per cent literate late 
last year. The Sindhudura district 
in Maharashtra, Burdwao in 
West Bengal and Dakshin Kan- 
nada in Karanataka also achieved 
the honour during . 1991. 

The literacy data contained in 
the 1991 census provides some 
interesting information which is a 
vital input for the campaign to 
eradicate illiteracy from the en- 
tire country. 

The number of literates (aged 7 
and above) in 1991 was 352 mil- 
lion compared to 234 million in 
1981. The number of illiterates in 
the age group marginally rose 
from 302 mfihoii in. 1981 to 324 
million in 1991. The increase in 
the number of literates in 1991 
over 1981 was 118 million, where- 
as the corresponding increase in 
die number of illiterates was 22' 
nriDion only. 

Kerala (90.59 per cent) tops in 


were divided .into 43 prefect 
areas, each catering to 50,000 to 
60,000 learned!? * • 

• Copfi arM BM ftlrtfiAr 


leamers. Five prisons from eacn 
project area were selected as lpey-_ 


the literacy rate, followed by 
Mizeram — 81-23, Lakshadweap 
— 79.23 and Chandigarh — 78.73 
per cent. At the bottom of the 
ladder are Bihar — 3854, Rajas- 
than — 38.81 and Dadra and 
Nagar Haveli 39.45 per cent. 

Kerala serves as an ideal model . 
worthy of emulation by the rest of 
the country insofar as indices of 
development are concerned. 

The state has not only reg- 
istered the highest rate of literacy 
in the country but also performed 
weUlifeajgmtfer o£ health indica- 
tors such a$ infant mortality rate, . 
♦death rate, qpople protection* 
rate. Ibis serves to prove toe 
.point that Jhereis a direct. rela- 
tion between literacy and de- 
velopment. 


JORDAN 

TIMES 

TEL: 

667171 


FOR RENT 

Furnished or unfurnished. 2 bedrooms, a dining 
room, a guest room, 2 bathrooms. All super 
deluxe. With a garden in a quiet area, 400 
metres from the Sports City Circle. 

For more information, phone Reverend J. 
Amman 675691, Amman. 


Unique Designs 

Precious & Semi Precious Stones 
In 18 and 21k gold, including all birth stones. Wide 
selection. Reduced prices. 

Jftj* Dajani Jewellers 
•tfS* Amra Hotel 

6th Circle - Amman 


Newly renovated «l qasr hotel 


All bedrooms and suites have 
been re-decorated with a 
personal touch La make you 
feel at home. Each room 
includes colour TV {screening 
local and Inti broadcast) 
Mini-bar, Central cooling and 
heating, direct-dial telephone, 
daily newspaper delivery, room 
service, laundry and support 
with full business realities. 




An elegant and romantic 
restaurant bar presents an 
innovative menu, with a great 
assortment o! mixed drinks and 
five entertainment 


fiLQASR GARDEN 

Coffee shop, the Ideal place to relax 
whether for breakfast lunch or 
efinner. Enjoy a wkte variety of 
sa ndwic h es and snacks with hoi 
and cold drinks ami our traditional 
hiibbly bubbly. 






Presents superb Arabic cuisine, 
a wide range of succulent dishes 
presented in an etegant ambience. 
Whether lor a business lunch or a 
special dinner occasion, Fafcftr El 
Din restaurant will make it enjoyable 
and memorable. 


Al Qasr Hotel with its new management team 
ready always to provide you with the best service 


Newly renovated, Al Qasr Hotel 
compromises between the 
traditional internal Resign and the 

^modern architectife which blefcd * % . Wbfcome to AiQasrtloteJ 

* ‘ * * % ** .^ *, **♦ Tel.68^71/2^66Pi6’ ' 

’ . Shmeiscini-Next to Sight & Sound 


into an elegant and rich ambience^ 

Al Qasr Hotel, with its first class 
service and taste is combined 
• • especially -to make volt feel at- hemp* # ■ 

— *•*. - . • * . - ‘ . 


Rugged, Stytlsh 
and Comfortable 
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Sports 


a !Agassi advances at U.S. Open 

^Courier, McEnroe set up showdown 


^f^NHW YORK (R) - Wimbledon 
q q ^champion Andre Agassi and 
am i^oer-up Goran Ivanisevic met 
rrived 1 fates while Jim Courier 
nd hvc^ McEnroe set up a sen- 
30 [^jSationxl showdown at the U.S. 

*Desfr"' Agas ® rodc ^’ s Wimbledon 
, ea _on,w re of confidence to another 
003 efisy Open victory as a sick Iva- 
Mr 7 n i? ev ' c stumbled to a lopsided 
. be third-round matches at 

ffie National Tennis Centre. 

1 Agassi, loser of just 21 games 
in a bio of srrajghl-set successes, 
heat Dutchman Jan Siemerink 
2, 6-3, 6-3. 

.The fifth-seeded Ivanisevic 
lamed a debilitating case of sto- 
cramps on American fast 
after losing 6-4, 6-0 6-3 to 
Russian Alexander Volkov in a 
fast one hour 14 minutes, 
joining Agassi into the round 
f 16 were Courier and four-time 
iiampion McEnroe, who will 
lash in a superstar match Mon- 


I’m glad to win because I get 
o play Courier, the number one 
yer in the world,” said McEn- 
after his •emphatic 6-3, 6-1, 
victory over Australian 
nd From berg. ‘TU be able 
see where I stand.” 

This will separate the men 
m the boys.” McEnroe added. 
It will be an unbelievably tough 


match.” 

Courier, winner of the Austra- 
lian and French Opens, advanced 
to the marquee match with a 7-6, 
6-4, 3-6, 6-3 win against hard- 
serving Cedric Pioline of France. 

Courier tried to downplay the 
confrontation with McEnroe. 

“I see it as my next match and 
every match is a new challenge," 
said the low-key Courier. ‘Tm 
just going out there to perform 
well and see what happens. No 
reason to expend any extra ener- 
gy worrying about it.” 

Ivanisevic said he had no ener- 
gy to spend in bis match against 
Volkov, who upset this year’s 
defending champion Stefan 
Ed berg in the first round two 
years ago. 

The lanky Croatian, who rock- 
eted in more than 200 aces during 
his WimbiedoL spree, made 35 
unforced errors -against Volkov 
and said later that be was weak 
from diarrhoea and a lack of 
sleep be has suffered since com- 
ing to America. 

“Here the food is not good. If 
yon eat those McDonald’s cbees- 
burger you go to the hospital 
forever.” said Ivanisevic, who be- 
came the highest men’s seed to 
fall 

‘Today 1 feel like a dead 
man.” 

Agassi has been like a new man 


since bis Wimbledon triumph 
gave him a first Grand Siam title 
after three ranner-up disappoint- 
ments in the majors. 

“Now I'm just playing for the 
enjoyment of it. I don't feel the 
pressure that was building after 
those (losing) Grand Siam fin- 
als,” Agassi said. 

“I wanted to sweep that under 
the carpet and pretend like that 
pressure wasn’t there,” he added. 
“It is not easy when you have 
never won and had opportunities 
to. 

“After winning it, I believe I 
am out here relaxed, playing my 
te nnis. ” 

Agassi’s next opponent will.be 
lOth-seeded Carlos Costa of 
Spain, a 6-1. 6-2. 6-3 winner over 
Italian Omar Camporcse. 

The women’s side, which unlike 
previous years has been foil of 
upsets, saw another surprise as 
16-year-old American Chanda 
Rubin eliminated 15tb-seeded 
Katerina Maleeva 6-4, 3-6, 6-4. 

Maleeva was the seventh seed 
to foil and followed earlier shock 
results that included defeats of 
four-time champion Martina 
Navratilova and Olympic gold 
medallist Jennifer Capriati. 

“This is the kind of match I was 
waiting for” said Rubin, the 
Wimbledon junior champion. 
“This was a really big break- 


through.” 

Next up for Rubin is another 
Maleeva — Magdalena. 

Magdalena Maleeva, who 
ousted four-time champion Nav- 
ratilova in the second round, 
advanced with a 6-2, 6-3, victory 
over American Kimberly Po. 

- Rubin could have yet another 
Maleeva sister in her Open fu- 
ture. 

Manue la Maleeva-Fragniere, 
the oldest of die Bulgarian-born 
baselinen, looms as a possible 
quarterfinal foe after advancing 
to the fourth round with a 6-7, 
6-3, 6-2 win over Andrea Stran- 
dova of Chechoslovakia. 

Wimbledon champion Steffi 
Graf was not at her best but tbe 
second-seeded German was good 
enough to beat Nanne Dahhnan 
of Finland 6-4, 6-2 to take ber 
place in the fourth round. 

Graf will next play Florencia 
Labat of Argentina, who beat 
South African Amanda Coetzer 
6-3, 4-6, 6-4. 

Fifth-seeded Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario set up a round of 16 
match against American Zina 
Garrison. 

Sanchez, the former French 
Open champion from Spain, beat 
Japan’s Naoko Sawamatsu 6-1, 
6-3, while 14th seed Garrison 
defeated Australian Rachel 
McQuillan 6-3, 6-1. 


ugno wins 2nd straight World Cycling Championship 


ENIDORM, Spain (AP) — 
anni Bugno of Italy won his 
»nd consecutive World Cyd- 
ng Championship Sunday with a 
powerful sprint up th- final 
ratretch. denying Miguel Indu- 
rain’s bid to capture the sport's 
triple crown. 

Bugno edged second-place 
Laurent Jala be rt of France and 
, third-place Dimitri Konycfaev of 
Russia. 

Indurain. of Spain, finished 
sixth and failed in his attempt to 
become only die third rider to 
win the Tour De France, Tour Of 
Italy and world title in the same 
year. Ireland's Stephan Roche 
last accomplished the feat in 
HB7. 


--'Bugno, 28, covered die 261.6- 
Qfcfrfetre t^Z^^nile) course in 6 ® 


hours, 34 minutes and 27 seconds 
to become only the fourth rider to 
win the title in back-to-back 
years- 

The race came down to the last 
kilometre with almost 20 riders 
jockeying for position on a flat 
stretch before the final, uphill 
dash for home. 

Tony Rommger of Switzerland 
was fourth and Steven Rook of 
the Netherlands — second last 
year — finished fifth. 

The United States made up for 
near-victories the last two years 
to win the women's 50-kilornetrc 
team time trial Saturday in the 
World Cycling Championships, 
edging the French — the defend- 
ing gold medallists. 

The American team of Bimki 
ffankgitis-Davis, Eve- Stepherf- 


and Boris Spassky played to 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 
< 199 ; Tneww Sncn. he 


. Ease -West 
deals. 


YOUR LEAD. PARTNER 

vulnerable. South defenders, seve 


NORTH 

4AK97 

•: 7 6 
*. K 9 7 3 
*9 7 6 

EAST 
* Q J 64 
3 2 "8 5 

, : AQJ84 

*10 2 


WEST EAST 

*85 ♦ Q J 6 4 

'KJ432 ?85 

; 10 6 5 . A Q J 8 4 

* K 5 3 * 10 2 

SOUTH 
* 10 3 2 
■7 A Q 10 9 

* AQJ84 

The bidding: . „ 

South West North East 

I * Pass 1 -■ Pass 

1 T Pass 1 * Pass 

1 NT Pass Pass Dbl 

Foss Pan Pass 

Opening lead: Five of v 
Opening lead tables will give you 
an idea of what to lead in moat 
circumstances. However, leading is 
not an exact science, so you should 
do anything you can to help partner 
find the right attack. This hand is 
ftom the Sue Ribbon Pain at the 
recent Fall North American Cham- 
pionships in Indianapolis. 

With 23 points against 17 for the . 


defenders, seven tricks at no trump 
should be a cakewalk. However, all 
the key cards lie wrong for declarer 
and East, Jo Morse of Tucson, Ara., 
was quick to seize on this with a 
double. Since tbe opponents had bid 
all four suits, that was not a takeout 
double. Rather, it suggested that a 
diamond lead against a no tramp 
contract might be profitable. 

Having no clear lead of her own, 
West, Terry Michaels of Prairie Vil- 
lage. Kan., decided to accept part- 
ner's indication and started with a 
low diamond. East's jack won and, 
on the shift to the ei^it of hearts, 
declarer tried the nine. That lost to 
the jack, and West shot back the tan 
of diamonds, covered by tbe king 
and taken with the ace. 


Since dummy’s nine of diam onds 
was still a positional stopper. East 
reverted to hearts. Declarer finessed 
again, losing to the king. The dia- 
mond return allowed the defenders 
to collect three more diamond 
tricks. After East's mfa exit with the 
queen of spades, declarer had only 
five fast tncks, and sooner or later 
the defenders would have to score 
tbe king of chobs for down two. That 
was a cool 300 points to East-West 
OP a "nothing” hand 


son, Jan Bo hand and Jeanne 
Golay docked 1 hour, 3 minutes 
and 30.7 seconds, more than 12 
seconds ahead of the French and 
just over 46 seconds in front of 
tbe third-place Russians. 

The U.S. women won the silver 
medal in 1990 but had a dis- 
appointing fourth-place finish last 
year when one of their riders was 
thought to have had an “off- 
day." That rider, Maureen Man- 
ley, was later diagnosed with 
multiple sderoas. 

“She (Manley) had a few prob- 
lems before, hire vision problems, 
but they werenJt connected right 
away to multiple sclerosis.'’ said 
Melanie Ramsey, the team's 
trainer. 

“After the things that baye 
happened the.lqpt couple of years" 


we figured it had to come 
together this time,” said 
Bankaitis-Davis, tbe 34-year-old 
team leader from Cleveland, 
Ohio, who announced ber retire- 
ment after the victory. 

Stephenson, 22, the other 
member of last year’s team 
added: ”We went out thinking 
something might happen bad — 
because it usually does.” 


Not this time. The American 
foursome had the fastest time at 
17 kilometres, the first check- 
point. At the 30-kilometre mark, 
the United States was still up by 
just under 10 seconds over the 
French, who closed from fifth to 
second but could get no closer 
over, a hilly course that wastothe . 
Americans' hieing. *’• V* ; * s 


Saturday. 


NO, I don't MIND SNARING MY POOL 
WITH YOU ON A HOT DAY... 


Syria dominates first day 
of Pan- Arab Games 


DAMASCUS (R) Syria’s Ghada Shuasa threw the javelin 

53.24 metres, an Arab women’s record, Saturday to capture first 
gold in the Pan-Arab Games and give the host country an early 
lead in die medals table. 

The old record, 52.40 metres, was set by Morocco’s Sarnia 
Juraa’s in 1985- 

Zuhoqr Qassim of Tunisia got die silver, throwing 47.46 metres 
and Fidela Kbouri of Syria bronze with 37.16 metres. 

At tbe end of Saturday’s events in four cities Syria was. top of 
tbe table with two gold, two silver and two bronze. Algeria, one 
of the Arab World’s Maghreb powerhouses, was the only other 
country to take two gold Saturday. 

The 3,000 metres steeplechase was won by Saudi Arabian 
Mohammad A! Dosari in 8 minutes 40.17 seconds. Syrian 
Salahuddin Mustafa was second in 8:41.05 and Larabi Khattab of 
Morocco took bronze in 8:42.50. 

Gold in the 10,000 metres went to Morocco’s Saleh Hasso in 29 
minutes 23 seconds, silver to Mukhtar A1 Jazzouli, 29:07, bronze 
to Khated A1 Maflonsi, 30:00. 

Egyptian weightlifter Mohammad Ahmad Osman won the 
flyweight (52 kg) class with a total of 215 kg. Silver went to Saudi 
Arabian Ahmad Bakeer with 205 kg, bronze to Lebanese Maroof 
Tarjah, 197.5 -kg. 

Algeria's Asri Saeed tiffed a total of 240 kg for gold in toe 
bantamweight (56 kg) class. Ashraf Abdul Fattab of Egypt and 
Syria’s Khaled Ramadan both lifted 235kg but toe Egyptian was 
placed second because his body “weight was 100 grammes less. 

Jordan's basketball team, defending the title won at toe 1985 
games in Morocco, squeaked past Egypt 82-80 while Syria 
trounced Lebanon. 114-96. 

The basketball competition was to continue Sunday with 
Tunisia v Palestine and Saudi Arabia v Kuwait. 

Egypt’s women's volleyball squad scored an easy victory over 
Palestine 15/2, 15/2, 15/1. Tunisia beat Lebanon. 15/3. 15/6, 15/7. 

In Handball, Syria beat Lebanon 41-17 and Egypt defeated 
Thnisia 22-17, 


MEDALS TABLE 


DAMASCUS (R) — Medals table in the Pan-Arab Games after 
Saturday’s first-day events in four Syrian cities: 


Syria 

Algeria 

Egypt 

Saadi Arabia 
Morocco 


JSronse 

2 


Tunisia 

Lebanon 


Controversy mars 100-metre 
Paralympic Games record 


BARCELONA (AP) — On the 
paralvmpic victory podium. Un- 
ited States sprinters Tony Voi- 
pentest and Dennis Oehler 
appeared to be the same size. 
'Oehler might even have"»been- H * 
■little taOtir. 

But Volpen test stood brad .and 
-shoulders above' the competition * 1 
iin winning the 100 metres for 
tangle amputees in toe Paralym- 
pic Games before 41,300 fans at 
Montjuic Stadium, .and therein 
lies the problem. 

Volpen test smashed Ochler’s 
world record en route to the gold 
medal in 11.63 seconds, a time 
made even more incredible if you 
consider that Carl Lewis is Ins 
than two seconds foster on two 
good legs.Oehler finished second 
in 12.38, while Neil Fuller of 
Australia was third in 12.55. 

Bnt Volpentest ran with two 
prosthetic legs atop “flex feet,’ 
springy fake feet that some be- 
lieve increase his speed. In addi- 
tion, Volpentesfs pros theses 
added several inches to his 
height, thereby dramatically in- 
creasing bis stride. 

“I draft want to take anything 
away from the irid (Volpentest) 
because he trained hard and ran a 
good race,” Oehler said. 

“But there’s no way we should 


BUT THIS IS RIDICULOUS 
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FORECAST FOR MONDAY SEPTEMBER 7, 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: You 
have a lot of cneigy and drive 
today and are able to acoomplisb 
much that has been waiting for 
your attention. Get together later 
oo with compatible pals and gp out 
on the town .... 


mean » much to you and tiwt you 

r.*™- rtrtt hmh able to stain before 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Whatever duties you have to per- 
form, whether m tbe business or in 

more personal activities you will be 

able to handle them in a satisfac- 
tory manner. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Yon have a fine day now to start 
the week right by doing those 
things and making those arrange- 
ments whereby you have a better 
time at amusements. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
.Shew your family members that 
you conscientiously carry through 
with whatever you have agreed to 
do that will enhance the harmony 
at home. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Think over the best means 
by which you can communicate 
your routine necessities with those 
most able to get them easily into 
your orbit. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Take 
some time out now to consider all 
aspects of just where you stand in 
the financial and practical phases 
of your assets and liabilities. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Think about what you can do 
to gain those personal desires that 


have not been able to gain before 
this and it can be done now. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Intimate chores and interests 
should today be uppermost in ijroq 
consciousness for you should be 
able to readily bring them to your- 
self now. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Consider weD the most 
discriminating friends and ac- 
quaintances who are available and 
then contact and gel then society 
for what you have in mind. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Stan the day with a 
bang by plunging into whatever 
outside activities interest you a nd 
you can make rapid progress in 

attaining ambitions. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Start that new interest 
you have been mulling over in yonr 
mind for awhile and you should 
find you make more progress tban 
you had thought possible. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You have some unfinished 
business matters that can take top 
priority now if you are living hi 
rune with your planetary con- 
figurations. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Keep ahead of the game you 
are having with an associate by 
letting that person know now that 
what* you have done in keeping 
some promise made. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



be in tbe same race. I’ve got a 
prothesis and I do the best I can 
with it. He actually was advan- 
tage because he runs with two,” 
Oehler added. 

Oehler; ^2, frdm ‘Valley'' 
Stream, New York, lost his right 
leg in an antoinobOe accident in 
J 19§4, jus^a^mne he* was to 
sign & professional soccer con- 
tract. Nevertheless, he rebound- 
ed to win toe gold medal in h 
then-world record time of 11.73 
at the 1988 Paralympics in Seoul. 

Volpentest, meanwhile, came 
within five-hundredths .of 
Oehler’s record in Saturday’s' 
semifinal heats. But despite con- 
genital both defects that have left 
him with only a portion of his left 
ankle and virtually no arms, Vol- 
pentest torched the field in the 
100 -metre finals. 

The two are allowed to com- 
pete in the same race due to 
measures by international dis- 
abled sports organisations to re- 
duce toe number of classes in 
each event. The result, in some 
cases, was been controversy over 
whether athletes with diff e rent 
disabilities should be in toe same 
classes. 

The two will get a second crack 
at one another later this week in 
the 200 metres. 


\HAPRiG i 


“I was stressed out on my wedding 
day. My ‘something blue’ was the vein 
. popping out on my forehead.” 

-■» V V; *r ^ V A* V I'*'' tx T.. h - 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here: 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tornonwfl 

Jumbles: FOYER BOWER TARGET BUTLER 
Answer To better your Jot. do this — A LOT BETTER 


THE Daily Crossword by Stanley B. Whitten 


ACROSS 
1 Cicatrix ' 

5 Two-togged 
stand 

10 Strikebreaker 

14 Neck part 

15 Tehran resident 

16 Son of Odm 

17 Hokum 

19 M. Coty 

20 Spud 

.21 Wes-educated 
23 Qokffieh mIBeu 
. 25 Vaddnetor 
26 Org. 

28 Ames end 
McMahan 
31 Fashion 

34 — gin 

35 Odors 

37 Purchase 

38 Moreover 

39 Qolf course 
component s 

40 A tew 

41 HoraeleSB 


IRRilRHURH 


42 L»e a clunkers 

UwW 

43 Kin of refs. 

44 Viewpoint 
48 Blackjack * ; 

47 Advice 
cobjmntst 

48 Coarsefl* 

50 Asian border ~ 

rbsr . 
52-Dlamond .■ 

58 Chuck or Rank 
80— out (erase) 

61 flew Year's Day 
site 

83 Mimicked 
64 Cfacue neadtoer 
6$Jgi — 

66 Ctflaan money 
.67 Theatrical 
88 Aerie 



C1SKlttM»Uttfe9 

At Rights n— 


6 Ret ire ment plan 

I — M - 

ip tini-T - 

TAnka or Simon 
•8 A trr (now) 

6 Food regimens 
10 WiBor Swe- 
ll flrabsdrer . 
l2Rrtt-ctaas * 
13 Produced 
18 T«» of cotar . 

24 EvS spirits - 
2fl EAPname . 

27 Pretended 


Yesterday's Puzzh Strived: 


DOWN - - 
1 Break ■ 
ZCrfape syndicate 


4 Backsides 
5'Wlsent . 


29 Gr. tetter 

30 Lethargic 
32lAesQK» 

mattresses.: 
33 Opinion 
34' Animal welfare 

3& Female 
36 Psychedelic 
drug ■ 

40 Of a certain mi 
42 Lectern 


nnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnci nnnnn nnnn 
fanno nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnn nnnnnn 
nnn nnnnn 
nnnnn nnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnn nnnnn 
nnnnn nnn 
nnnnnn n^annnnr 
.-nnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnn 


4SCftyonthsFUai 
■Grande 1 
47 Gentuty plane 
49 Schemes 
SIAM 

52 Exchange 

53 CaJumet 


54Partof QED 
- 55 Hindu hero 


-.57 Actor's part 
.58" — a Teenage 
- Werewolf- 
89 Smal openteq 

€2 Opp. of poe. 
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Markets 
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Cairo Amman Bank 



Foreign Exdiange Market Summary 
(August 31-September 4, 1992) 

AMMAN — The 'dollar continued to drift in- a cautious 
downward direction, hitting a new record low in the process: 
TbcU.S. unit ended the week-an average of 0.67 per cent lower 
against European currencies but hardly changed against the yep. 

-The dollar slipped Monday, hurt by the release of a 
<fis^pointnig .U.S. New Housing Starts report for July. Moreov- ; 
er, G-7 future to reach a decisive measure on the subject- of 
rates provided little support to the dollar,* as the G r 7 
deputy tinanpe ministers merely agreed that the dollar was “too 
weak asainst'the mark.” 


ay took the dollar to a new record low at' 1.39 marks 
after it breached support at 1.40 marks following the release of 
yet another set of disappointing U,S, economic data. Observers 
commented that the figures merely exacerbated an already 
overwhelming negative sentiment prevailing towards the dollar. 

' Whereas, exchange rates remained little changed Wednesday, 
the dollar rallied Thursday, closing at its frighest levefc of the 
week at 1.4155 marks, 1.9830 dollars to the pound and 123.95 
yen to the dollar. Observers maintained, however, -that- the 
announcement that the- U.K. Treasury was borrowing 10 billion 
ECUs to support its currency against the made caused a pound 
surge against the mark, which intern reflected positively on the 
■U.S. unit. The dollar, this, dosed at 1.415S marks, 123.9$ yen 
-and 1,9830 dollars to the pound, while the British currency 
. - jumped to 2.8060 marks from 2.7874 marks the previous day. 

The U.S. unit retreated again Friday following the release of 
an unexpectedly poor U.S. employment report for August. 
F urth ermore, the Federal Reserve reacted by adding cash to the 
'banking system, thus causing the Fed funds rate to fall from 3.33 
percent to 3 per cent. Traders took the Fed’s move as a sign to a 
possible discount rate cut in the near future. 

New York Closing Rates for Major Currencies Against Cite 
U.5. Dollar 


CnrmR-j H |w - 

: <i«sc 

-4 1VC 
rinse 

Pcm-ni 

Change 

Jifrrting Pound 

I.^Hl 

l.^M 

lU/> 

l>eutscbf Mark 

: .o*- 

1.41117 


Swiss Franc 



l.2dh 

1. 

n.7H -u • 

French Franc 

-i.rtni.- 



Japanese- Yen 

12 U7* 


-. fl.H7 'i. • 


l Ml J*er Nit. 


Eara-Cnficncy Interest Rates 
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. 

‘2H. 

H. |W2 

i. 

r/»j 

Currtfio 

I-MhMi .■ 

I"...' 
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l .S. Dollar 



^.12 : 

}.4^ 

Sterling Pound 

10.06 

10. e 

70.CD 

10. J7 

Deutsche Mari. 

l.hfl 



9. V» 

Swiss Franc 

7.65 

. 7.6 s * 

7.9J 

7.8B 

French Franc - 

KUO - 

\Q36 ■ 

, '10.06 — 

rar* • 

Japanese Yen ~ 

— ft:0b- 


- r.ft- 
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Central Bank of Jordan Exchange Bata Bniktin 

. b. 9.' 1992 . 


Currency . 

• Bid 

Offer . 

VS. Dollar* 

- 0.6640 

.0,6660 

Slerfing Pound 


'T.55G? • 

Deutsche Mark 

0.6751 * 

0.67% 

Swbs Franc 

0.WJ7 

■ 

French Franc 

o.i 

1.1.398 

Japanese Yen 


.0.Vil7 

DiUch Cuttder 

0.4303 

0.4221 

Swedish Krona 

0.1294. 

. 0.1300 

Italian Lira'' 

■0.0619 

. 0.0622 

Belgian Franc 

0.02292 

0.02505 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

Ai-Buslira Est. For Commercial Services 
Requires 

A dynamic male or female representative with a 
good experience in public relations for providing 
clients with suitable consultations about foreign 
business affairs 

1 . Fluent in English 

2. Strong personality 
- 3. Self motivation 

Please don’t hesitate to call us at 
Tel. No. (712428) 

On Mon. 7-9-1992, Tues. 8-9-1992 
From 9 a.m.- 1 p.m. 4-7 p.m. 

OR come to our office after the above dates. 
Office add: Amman - Shabsogh Str. 
Opposite Cairo- Amman Bank 
Akef Al Fayez Building, or (Al - Aytam Building) third floor 


AMMAN FXHAKCZAX. . MAKKXf ' 
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PRICE. , 
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*• 1.400 
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1.210; 

* 1.270 
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71,257 
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1 ,710 
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3.300 

' 3.340 

3.270 
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4.400 

4.180 
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M.2M 
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114.500 
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2.400 
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3.040 
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(.Mi 
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l-.MO 
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2.000 
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1.240 
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1,200 

1.240 
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WffiD HI DDLS EAST t CD HUMU! HOTELS- 
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Z.420 

2.470 

JQRBAN MEDICAL CORPOWkTXOM 

1,250 

0.210 

B.UB 

0.2H 

HAcauiwy equip, renting «, maintenance 

on 

1.040 

1.040 

1.030 

PMKA BNTkPRISES k EodlPKENTS LEASING 

ZAO. 402 

1.040 

1.000 

1.010 

JORDAN DOLT UAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

in.in 

0.740 

0.780 

0.780 

ARAB paper convert inc c tradinc 

. X7.0AJ 

l.il* 

• -o 

1.400 

JORDAN OJUHr 

14,200 

2.1CC 

4 

2.480 

ARAB JiLDMINIBH ENDUSTU 

31, MS 

l.kOO. 

..•20 

9.180 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL BANOpACTDR^NC - • 

12,300 

Luo 

0.110 

0.100 

zn INOUSCRIAL comhwczal a agricultural 

21,. ISA 

1.710 

1.710 

5.750 

NATIONAL STEEL inosm . 

70.117 

1.7A0 

A. 000 

%. ITB 

DM AL DAHA OevELDMENT l IHVESTMIST 

4 ID , »0? 

4.010 

7.270 

7.270 
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1.140 

J.1JO 
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S.4M 
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JORDAN CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 
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J.240 
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1S,1U> 

0.S7D 

0.470 

0.4BD 

JORDAN PAPES A CARD BOARD FACTORIES . 

■4,000 
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1.210 

5.250 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE HIRES . 

7, M0 

3.700 

3.800 

3.800 

THE JORDAN PIPES HANDFA TORINO 

217,174 

2.0SO 

1.000. 

2.870 

ARAB CENTER FOR. PBARH. . CHEMICALS 

■0.129 

1.200 

3.170 

3.110. 

NATIONAL INDUSTRIES ' 

1,121* 

0.470 

0.470 

0.410 

JORDAN CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

21.401 

. 4 180 

4.300 

0.300 

EPTMNlin k HEAWTSG 
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J.*M 

'■a. 020 
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A, 201 
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3.480 
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1.30b 

JORDAN TOCXNOOL INDUSTRIES 

AH 

i .180 

1.450 

1.430 
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0.480 

oiirvnuMi moo ijiwST'rrs 
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4.840 
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>.2.240 
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1.040 

'M 
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By the 4th Circle in Jabal Amman, near the 
prime ministry. Best quality finishing in all its 
items, it consists of four floors. Placed on around 
1 ,000 m 2 with the following qualifications: 

1. Ground floor includes: Very big entrance with' 
circular stairs, four salons, family room, 
gpests bedroom with -bathrooms, wide 
kitchen. 

2. First floor: 3 bedrooms with two bathrooms, 
main : bedroom with bathroom, big family 
roomi big terrace. 

3. ; Second floor: About 200m 2 , good area for 
sports, parties or any kind of activities. 

4. Basement 2 servant rooms and a big yard. 
☆ Nice gardens and a wide car park. 


-for more information, please call: 819959 



Cinema 


Tel: 677420 


CONCORD 



Michael Keatan & Michell Pfeifer 
in • * 

BAT MAN RETURNS 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. Kk30 


Tel: 675571 

Nabfl Al Mashtni Theatre 



Cinema Tel:,' 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


& 


Alpaciooin 

THE GOD FATHER In 

Shows: 12*30, 3:15, &15 , 930 •. 

Special shows for children on Thursdays and 

Fridays at 11:00 &m. 

PROBLEM CHILD 


Tel: 6251& V 





at 6:00 p.m. daily 

Shahraxad and Stnbad play 

A quiet comedy for all members of 
the family (adults and kids). Prior 
reservation is needed, 
the next show is: 

(Taa’ Waqaymeh) 


AHLAN THEATRE 
Nabil arid Hisham 

(former Rainbow cinema) 

“Ahlan New World Order 

^ • 

Show dans m 9 pa. 



AMF chairman says Arab banks 
should comply with BIS requirements 


ABU DHABI (R)— Arab banks 
should ensure their asset levels 
comply with requirements of the 
Basle-based Bunk of Internation- 
al Settlement (BIS), Osama Fa- 
qib, chairman of (he Arab 
Monetary -Fund (AMF) said 
-Saturday. 

. “Arab, banks should commit 
themselves to the Basle principle 
• regarding capital adeqyacj^” Mr. 
Fuph twd a news eurifcrenoe at 
the end Of a one-day meeting of 
Arab central bank jroyenMpt 
organised by the- AMF in Abu 
Dhabi. - 

The BIS qafled for banks te 
maintain a capital adequacy level 
’ — the ratio between assets and 
shareholders’ equity, — of at least 
eight per cent. 

“The Basle principles do not 
scare us, and we accept foe im- 
portance and wisdom of such 
principles,” Mr. Faqih said, “we 
need to implement* it.” 

He said the central bank gov- 
ernors had approved a recom- 
mendation that Arab banks com- 
mit themselves to the BIS re- 
quirements. - 

-The BIS has classified all Arab 
countries -except Saudi Arabia as 
high risks for obtaining loans 
because their capital adequacy 
levels were too low. 

Mr. Faqih said acceptance of 
foe capital adequacy require- 


ments was a separate iitae from 
the BIS classification, and said 
needed to risolv* 

Central bank governors attend- 
ing the annual conference beard 
opening addresses from two 
prominent finance officials who 
called on Arab countries to liber- 
alise -their econoipies, redoca 
budget deficits and boost friter- 
Arab trade. 

“If we want to enter the 21st 
century with economies able to 
stand op to international com- 
petition ... strtiCturai reform 
needs conviction,** said the meet- 
ing’s chairman Abdullah Bin 
Knaled Al Attiyah from Qatar. 

Mr. Faqih said the commit- 
ment for economic reform in the 
Arab World was greater than 
ever before, noting the progress 
made in Morocco, Tunisia and 
Egypt towards economic stabil- 
ity- • 

“We have seen very encourag- 
ing results from countries which 
have started to implement these 
programmes,” be said. 

During the meeting the central 
bank governors disowSrd tack- 
ling budget deficits and ways of 
liberalising currency exchange 
rates, Jordan’s Mohammad AI 
Nabulsi said. 

. He said the governors also dis- 
cussed the possibility of opening a* 


department at the Abu Dhabi- 
based AMF to deal with the 
external debts of some member 
countries. 

Meanwhile, Gulf Arab central 
bank governors meeting here 
appear to have made progress on 
a plan 19 alien their currencies, a 
possible prelude te cutting their 
6K$e links with foe U.S. dollar, 

“(Today's) meeting sought to 
align currency rates among the 
Ow-cUTrehcie*.,. especially with 
re**id te a common peg,” Abdul- 
lah Al Qttftaiziassistant seereuoy- 
gcnerdl for economic affairs at 
foe six-nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) said. 

“I have left this meeting most 
optimistic of a decision in the 
future on the common peg,” he 
' told reporters during a break at a 
meeting of the central bank gov- 
ernors of Bahrain, Kuwait, 
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates. 

He said foe Gulf states may 
meet again in Saudi Arabia next 
month to discuss the plan to align 
their currencies, a major policy 
aim since the GCC was created in 
1981. 

Mr. Quwaiz said a common 
denomination for the Gulf cur- 
rencies would “most probably” 
involve a system similar to foe 
International Monetary Fund's 
Special Drawing Rights. 


A technical committee would 
meet in Riyadh on Oct. 6 to 
discuss it further, he said. 

Saadi Arabia, the UAE, 
Bahrain and Qatar link their cur- 
rencies to the dollar but the 
Kuwaiti dinaT is tied to a basket 
of currencies. " ' 

GCC officials refuse to specu- 
late on whether an alignment o( 
currencies would effectively' 
break the link with the dollar, the 
currency in which they earn theft 
oil revenues. 

But economists say such de- 
linkage is possible as the dollar 
rumbles in currency markets and 
the Gulf states diversify their 
economies and expand trade with 
other partners, such as Japan. 

The banking chiefs are under 
mounting pressure to align their 
currencies as an important step 
towards a Gulf common market 
that could stand up to increasing- 
ly powerful economic blocs such 
as the European Community. . 

The talks also covered a system 
to guarantee deposits in national 
banks, and proposals to allow 
banks in the region to open 1 ran- 
ches in all GCC member coun- 
tries. Mr. Quwaiz said. 

Foreign banks, including GCC 
banks, are currently not allowed 
to operate in Saudi Arabia or 
Kuwait. 


Bundesbank throws flimsy lifeline 


BATH, England (R) — For the 
first -time, Germany's central 
bank has pointed to a posable 
way. out of die monetary and 
economic crisis provoked by its 
punishingly high interest rates. 

- At Weekend talks of European 
Community (EC) finance minis- 
ters and central bank governors 
in this spa city, foe Baadesbaak- put 
its name to a statement saying it . 
had- no intention to jade up the 
cost of money “in present «r- 
cumstances,” 

A promise «f a rate cut was 
never on the cards and the Bun- 
desbank’s president, Helmut 
ScMeringfr. duly insisted that in- 
flationary pressures unleashed by 
German mnfieatien'left him np 
room to fewer berjujOTg casts 
right now. 

But ministers wap hopeful that 
they liad wrung a concession from 
the Germans that was the next 
best thing to a eut 

“It is a significant outcome of 
this meetmg that we wejre able to 
say publicly tint foe Bundesbank 
has given drip commitment that it 
has no intention to increase in- 
terest rates^wfaich is the first time 
that this has been said openly and 
pubtidy in this way ” Norman 
Lament, Britain’s Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, aid. 

Michel Simin.iiis French coun- 
terpart; add ed : “The outlook is 
for lower interest rates. The Bun- 


& 


desbank is no longer in a frame of 
mind to raise rates.” 

. The statement on interest rates 
was part of a package to shore up 
Europe's creaking exchange rate 
mechanism (ERM). 

Currencies have been buffeted 
a flow of hot money into the 
rman marie out of the sinking, 
dollar and by speculation that, if 
a French “no” vote in the Sept. 
20 referendum derails the Maas- 
tricht treaty on European politic- 
al and economic union, weaker 
currencies would have -te be de- 
valued: 

Ministers pledged not tu 
realist the ERM, even if France 
votes “no” and said they would 
Intervene massively to .counter 
market pressures. 

•'‘The means (at our disposal) 
are immense, enormous. ~l 
wouldn't dare say they are end- 
teas, but almost,” Mr. Sapta Said. 

The fighting talk was con- 
sonant with Britain’s plan to bor- 
row ahnect $15 bOHon. te defend 
foe pound and with Italy’s swing- 
eing interest rate rise last Friday 
to snore up the lira. Mr. Lament 
said Britain, too, would not hesi- 
tate to raise rates if need be. 

But intervention and rate 
changes merely tackle the symp- 
toms of disorder in financial mar- 
kets. 

The significance of the Bundes- 
bank’s declaration is that, for foe 


first time, one of the root causes 
of the strains — high German 
interest rates — is being addres- 
sed 

German Finance Minister 
Theo Waigcl said he was not 
pilloried by his colleagues on 
Saturday, bait it seems the press- 
ure on Germany was intense. 

Denmark’s economy minister, 
Anders. Fegh Ras m ussen, said 
that while tire Bundesbank's strict 
policy might be defensible econo- 
mically, it ran the risk- of creating 
political turmoil. 

“Eleven countries have putcoi- 
ossal pressure on the Germans to 
- lower rates — far mor than I've 
ever experienced," Mr. Rasmus- 
sen said. 

Tl» damage,done_by high bor- 
rowing costs prompted the Euro- 
pean Commiaon,’the ECejtecu- 
tive, to scale bade its forecasts for 
economic growth this year to a 
paltry 1.25 per cent. 

“Next year, if we are lucky, (it 
will be) 1.75 per cent, but it will 
net be sufficient to avoid a furth- 
er increase in the unemployment 


rate,” Henning Christophersen. 
the economic affairs commission- 
er, said. 

It is this prolonged economic 
downturn — dearly a factor in 
foe lukewarm support in France 
for Maastricht — that has 
brought Germany's neighbours to 
the end of their tether. 


In very gaud eanOtfon,- fuHy eqrippM. Mr condition, central lock, 
automatic windows; tinted glass, power Steering and brakes, etc. One 
owner from Mazda agent. 1983 model. It * a very good opportunity for 
thoee who have customs exemption or ter reexport It is carrying now a 
Sautfi plate. 

Do not hesltota to coH 679878. Wo eepvoeluto 

R. thanks. 


FURNISHED FIAT 


200m 2 - Hussein Medical City Str. 

Tel. 840425 


1 . Amplifier - Denori- unused 60+60 Watts 

2. CD player - Phillips - unused. 

If interested, call: 823986, 812690 


PART-TIME SECRETARY 

We need a part-time English speaking Jordanian secret- 
ary, to work as secretarial assistant to the general manager 
of a construction management co. 

Excellent English language is a must 

Familiarity with cocnputers/word processors is an advan- 


hours: 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. — 

Phono 681298/885867 Mr. RF. Halazon 



Deluxe furnished flat, 100m from Al Youbeef Circle, Tla'a 
Al Ali, 3 bedrooms, salon, living room, 3 toilets, wide 
completely furnished kitchen, centred heating, telephone. 
Furnished with good standard furniture. 

TaL 686954, Mr. Ztfd fil-Turk 




■ ■ , ■- || REFAT ABU GHEITH EST.-«W1KD| 

☆ To Suit All Budgets ☆ 

Villa for rent & lots of flats, available with or without* 
furniture. 

Please call: Jordan Property Consultants. 
Tel.: 829882/829883 

. 

Two Duplex Villas For Rent 
In Stunetsani 

The first consists of four bedrooms, two rwing rooms, large; 
terrace, spacious salons, three bathrooms and garage. Rent i§" 
J0 14,000. 

The second consists of four bedrooms, one living room,' 
spacious salons, and two garages. Rent is JD 8,000. 1 ■* 

Please call 875676 


DELUXE FURNISHED FLAT 
FOR RENT 

Consists of 2 bedrooms, living, sitting & dining' 
rooms, with separate central & solar heating &■ 
telephone. 

Please call 846162 


CAR FOR SALE 

Duty unpaid, 1987 VW Golf GTI 16v black. 

Serious offers, tel. 823100 
ext. 212 before 3 p.m. 


CAR FOR SALE 

TOYOTA Corolla 1 .6(S) 16 valve, 1990 model, duty unpaid, white 
colour, mileage 58,000 kms, air-conditioned, stereo, in excellent 
oonditton. Price JD 3,800 negotiable. 

For more details, contact Mr. Saleh, United Nations 

TaL 668171 between SdKMbOO pm after office hours 

660584 . 


^4meeican lAJotnen of -summon 

The American women of Amman will be holding their 
• September general meeting on Monday. September 7, at 
the Marriott Hotel from 4-6 p.m. 

New members are welcome. 


FOR SALE 

. on r*rio*.*j** : t ~ 3 

_ ers se:*i<-s E 36-72 T.m 1 3 5 

3 N*ko:i : ens 50rr;rr. 1 : 1 2 
n -r— -r* ,;ocn: 500' VS c Merer 
C .ViV- n-’SG- rp iivoun: JD 650 
Please call 628101. Mr. Osama, 
from 11 a.m. -8:30 p.m. 


• #• 
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U.N.: Preliminary probe shows 
plane was shot down in Bosnia 


SARAJEVO (APj — An initial 
investigation supports eyewitness 
ftcduhts that a crashed Italian 
relief; plane was shot down by 
griw'nd-to-air missiles, . a senior 
U.N. .’officer says. 

‘ ' Bur an. Italian Air Force gener- 
al investigating the crash said 
Saturday die final findings coold 
cake months. 

- The plane’s four crewmen were 
killed when tbe .plane, crashed 
Thursday west of Sarajevo, and 
all U:N. relief flights were sus- 
pended. 

In* the Bosnian capital, heavy 
rain and cold, blustery weather 
quieted tbe big guns Saturday, 
but .Bosnia's government said 
Sobs were using water and elec- 
tricity cutoffs as new weapons 
against the city's residents. 

■ Fighting flared elsewhere in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. Bosnia's 
Health Ministry said for tbe 24- 
hour period ending at noon 
Saturday, 20 people bad died and 
182 were wounded republic-wide, 
including six dead and 79 wound- 
ed in Sarajevo. . 

More than 8,000 people have 
died — some estimates say up to 
35,000 — and tens of thousands 
are-missing in Bosnia’s civil war. 
which began after Muslims and 
Croats voted for independence 
from Serbian-dominated Yugos- 
lavia. An estimated 2 million 
-people are refugees. 

The senior U.N. officer, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity, 
said according to an initial inves- 
tigation, two missiles — either 
Stingers or Strelas — were used 
■to shoot down the 'relief plane. 
Strelas are the Yugoslav versions 
of SaM-7 ground-to-air missiles. 

Previously, Western officials 
have said there was evidence the 
twin-turboprop transport may 
have been downed by an anti- 
aircraft missile. 



for water snppfled by tankers in central Sarajevo as 


tfS ran dry 


The U.N. officer, who visited 
the mountainous crash site south- 
west of the city, told the Associ- 
ated Press that missiles hit the 
plane as it was between 1,400 and 

2.000 metres (4,000 feet and 

6.000 feet) and descending to- 
ward Sarajevo’s airport. He said 
one missile hit the engine, which 
explained why part of it was 
found far from the main crash 
site. 

Brig. Gen. Luciano Battisti, 
chief of flight safety for the Ita- 
lian Air Force, said if the plane 
was indeed shot down, a “man- 
portable, infrared missile'' was 
used. He called for an investiga- 
tion to determine which" party in 
Bosnia’s conflict possesses such a 
weapon. 

Troops of Bosnia's Muslim, 
Croat and Serb factions aQ oper- 
ate around the area where the 


Italian plane crashed. Serb and 
government officials have blamed 
each other. 

Battisti, who spoke at 
Sarajevo's airport, where. U.N. 
soldiers loaded four body bags 
with the crews' remains onto a 
C-130 transport plane, said be 
was bringing pieces of the plane 
to Italy for investigation. The 
biggest piece was about 6 feet 
long and appeared to be part of 
the t ur boprop. 

The U.N. airlift to the besieged 
Bosnian capital was suspended 
after the crash. In Geneva, the 
chairmen of a peace conference* 
called for an emergency meeting 
of the warring, parties to discuss 
a resumption of humanitarian re- 
lief flights. 

- The airlift, -which has so far 
delivered about 1,000 planeloads 
of food and aid, is considered 


vital for tbe survival of Sarajevo’s 
400,000 remaining inhabitants. 

In a related development, the 
United Nations* top peacekeep- 
ing * official said the U.N. 
secretary-general would recom- 
mend to the Security Council a 
“considerable enlargement of 
both tbe mandate and the 
strength” of U.N. forces in Bos- 
nia. 

Tbe official, Marrack Godd- 
ing, in the Croatian capital of 
Zagreb, saidTLN. peacekeepers 
could provide nrititaiy escorts to 
humanitarian land convoys or use 
military trades and drivers to 
deliver the goods themselves on 
especially dangerous routes. 

He said a decision about new 
ground troops was “very urgent," 
but that there were no immediate 
plans for military planes to escort 
relief flights. 


Baku: Armenian attack 
in Karabakh beaten back 


MOSCOW (R) — Azerbaijan 
said Sunday that it bad beaten 
bade attacking Armenian forces 
in tbe disputed enclave of 
Nagorno-Karabakh, recapturing 
villages lost aver the weekend. 

The Azeri News Agency 
ASSA-IRADA quoted the- De- 
fence Ministry as saying fierce 
battles were raging for the third 
consecutive day as Azerbaijan's 
national army launched a 
counter -offensive, destroying 
three Armenian tanks. 

- Armenia’s Karabakh News 
Agency denied that Azeri forces 
bad regained control of villages in 
northeast Nagorno-Karabakh. 

■ Elsewhere ‘in the' Transcau- 
casus, Abkhazia's rebel par- 
liamentary leadership accused 
Georgian forces of "violating a 
ceasefire agreement with helicop- 
ter' and tank attacks in the Black 
Sea- region. 

.“The. Moscow agreement is 
being violated by the Georgian 
side on Saturday, helicopters 
and-tanks were used in attacks on 
villages," a spokeswoman for the 
parliament said by telephone 
frdra. -the rebel stronghold of 
Gbdauta. 

" The Abkhazia ceasefire, which 
had been due to come into effect 
-Saturday at 1200 noon (0800 


, GMT), was reached at talks in 
’ Moscow last week' between the 
Russian,- Georgian and Abkha- 
zian leaders. - 

The Georgian News Agency 
Iprinda: said, the trace was being 
generally observed, around the 
Abkhazian capital Sukhumi, 
although there was fierce fighting 
further north in which three 
Georgian National Guards were 
wounded.. 

The battles in Nagorno- 
Karabakh appeared to doom that 
region’s latest ceasefire accord, 
which was brokered by Kazakh- 
stan and camC into force on Sept. 
1. Several previous ceasefire 
agreements have failed to halt the 
conflict. 

. At least 2,000 people have 
been killed in four years of fight- 
ing between Azeris and Arme- 
nians over the enclave, populated 
by Armenians but ruled bv Azer- 
baijan since 1923. 

. In Abkhazia, tbe ITAR-TASS 
News Agency quoted a duty offic- 
er /or Georgia^; military forces in 
the region as saying on Saturday 
that the Georgian side was 
observing the ceasefire despite 
being fired on by Abkhazian 
forces. ' 

Georgian officials were not 
available for comment Sunday. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Italian police arrest top mafia boss. 


■ -ROME (R) — Italian police Sunday arrested Giuseppe Madonia, 

regarded as the second most important figure in the Sicilian mafia 
; .wbo is suspected of ordering the murder of two top anti-mafia 
. judges, the Italian News Agency (ANSA) reported. Madonia was 
;■ arrested in the northern town of Longara thanW to information 
I: -provided by informers. He is suspected of ordering the murders of 

■ anti-mafia Judges Giovanni Falcone and Paolo BraseDino in Sicily 
*■ ‘“is year. No futher details of the arrest were immediately 
-available. Judge Falcone was killed by a huge bomb on the 

• -highway just outside Palermo last May, and Borsellino died in.a 

• car- bomb attack in July. An anonymous telephone call after 

• Falcone’s murder claimed tbe kilting was “a wedding present for 

• ‘ti>e Madonia family." The attack came on the same day that a 
.■ member of the dan was married in Palermo’s Ucdardone Prison. 


'Nicaragua shakes up police 


-MANAGUA (AP) — President Violeta Chamorro took steps to 
bverhanl tbe national police, a bastion of Sandinista power 
opposed by U.S. officials who forced a cotoff in desperately 
• needed aid. But despite pressure from the Bush administration 
and right-wing Congress members, Mis. Chamorro named as the 
coip's new director a Sandinista with a spotty record on human 
rights. Mrs. Chamorro, who defeated the Sandinistas in 1990 
elections, announced the retirement of Police Chief Rene Vivas 
and H other high-ranking Sandinista officers. She also anno unced 
the creation of a vice-ministry for citizens’ security and appointed 
a civilian, Ronald Aviles, 46, to the post Interior Minister 
Alfredo Mendieta said Mr. Aviles would be the immediate boss of 
new Police Chief Fernando Caldera, 37, a former national police 
commander. 


FOR DIPLOMATS- 


BMW 520 injection, model 1 992, duty unpaid, colour black 
metallic, white leather seats, ABS, air-conditioned in the 
front and the back and electric windows. Mileage 5,000 
km. 

Please call teL 647121 


Castro vows ‘no surrender’ 
despite economic crunch 


HAVANA (R) — Cuban Presi- 
dent Fidel Castro said tbe col- 
lapse of Soviet communism had 
cost Cuba’s economy. hundreds of 
millioiis'of dollars, but vowed the 
island would fight to the death, to 
stay Socialist. 

"We’re going to fight,. we're 
going to resist, we’re. never going 
to give up," Mr. Castro said in a 
rousing state of the nation speech 
in the south-central dty of Qen- 
fuegos, 260 km (160 miles) south- 
east of Havana. 

During tbe more than two-hour 
speech, the 66-year-old Cuban 
leader focused on how tbe col- 
lapse of preferential trade ties 
with Eastern Europe and tbe 
former Soviet Union bad badly 
hit Cuba’s sugar-exporting, oil - 
importing economy. * 

He announced the government 
was suspending die Caribbean 
island’s most ambitious develop- 
ment project, the construction of 
its first- nuclear power plant. 

The bad news was slightly 
sweetened by the announcement 
dal Cuba bad achieved a belter than 
expected sugar harvest this year. 
It produced seven million tonnes 
of sugar despite chronic shortages 

of feel, equipment, berinddes 
and fertilisers. 

Mr. Castro defiantly repeated 
the “no-surrender” theme that 
has been the mainstay of bis 
speeches in die past three years as 
Cuba began losing its former 
Communist allies and economic 
suppliers in Eastern Europe and 
the former Soviet Union. 

“If the alternative is ... to stop 
being what we are, we revolu- 
tionaries prefer death a thousand 


times," he said. 

. “If I believe a lot in socialism 
and the revolution before, now I 
believe in them even more," Mr. 
Castro added. 


He described the loss of pre- 
ferential trade relations with tire 
former Soviet Bloc as a terrible 
blow to the economy.. 

; It had Cuba’s overseas 

buying power from a level of just 
over £8 billion in 1989 to $2.2 
biltidn in 1992. This included 
heavy losses in revenue from 
sugar and. nickel exports pre- 
viously sold at p refere n t ia l prices 
and now exported at world mar- 
ket rates. - 

“What a task we now have to 
face to achieve with $2,2 billion 
what we used to achieve with $8 
billion.” he. said. 

Mr. Castro’s speech was the 
high point of a national celebra- 
tion marking two battles in the 
guerrilla campaign which pre- 
ceded tbe 1959 Castro-led Caban 
Revolution that "toppled right- 
wing dictator Fulgencio Batista. 

Tbe Cuban leader said the is- 
land was pushing with an econo- 
mic survival strategy that gave 
priority to activities such as 
national food production and 
hard-currency sectors tike tour- 
ism and biotechnology exports. 

“We will move forward, we 
will find solutions to our prob- 
lems," be said. 


He accused the United States 
of trying to starve Cuba to death 
by tightening a 30-year-oki eco- 
nomic embargo against the is- 
land. “The imperialists will never 
succeed in tins,” he said. 


Yeltsin: No islands deal in Japan 


TOKYO (R) — Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin told Japan 
Sunday he would not cancel tris 
nnaxning visit to Tokyo despite 
“hysterical” remarks by some 
Japanese leaders over a decades* 
old territorial dispute. 

. Mr. Yeltsin, in a satellite 
broadcast, also cautioned- Tokyo 
not to expect him to-haad bade 
.any of the islands at the centre of 
the dispute, seized from Japan by 
Soviet troops in the final days of 
World .War IL 


“This visit wifi have great sig- 
nificance as the first official one. 
to Japan by a Russian president,". 
Mr. Yeltsin said in a televised" 
broadcast on - tbe public NHK 
network. 


“Some influential people (in 
Japan) have been making Ityster- 
ical remarks about the territorial 
dispute, but I have no plans to 
caned the visit as a result,” he 
told a panel of citizens from two 
northern Japanese dries in a 
satellite link-up recorded Satur- 
day and aired Sunday. 

Controversy has erupted over 
Mr. Yeltsin’s visit to Japan, sche- 
duled from Sept. 13 to 16. 

In Moscow. Thursday the depu- 
ty head of Mr. Yeltsin’s security 
force said he would recommend 
that "the president call off his trip 
because of possible extremist 
attacks in Tokyo and Japan’s 
refusal to allow Ins. bodyguards to 
carry guns. ' 

Tokyo’s chief government 


spokesman assured Moscow that 
Japan would make doubly sure of 
its safety measures while police 
announced they would mobilise 
12.000 men to prevent attacks by 
right-wing groups angry over the 
islands’ dispute. t 

Mr. Yeltsin delivered a sharp 
rebuff Wednesday to visiting 
Japanese Foreign Minister 
Michio Watanabe who bad urged 
the return of ail of the islands, 
known to Russians as the South- 
ern Kuriles and to Japanese as 
the Northern Territories. 

He criticised Tokyo for the 
pressure it had placed on Moscow 
to resolve the territorial dispute 
which Russia inherited with the 
disintegration of the Soviet Un- 
ion. 


World expects too much 


from U.N. — Ghali 


MOSCOW (R) — United Na- 
tions Secretary-General Butros 
Ghali has said that the world 
expected too much from the Un- 
ited Nations but. did not seem 
prepared to pay for it. 

“There are too many countries 
now which think only the U.N. 
can save their problems. We face 
a crisis of too much confidence," 
Dr. Ghali told students at Mos- 
cow’s Elite State Institute of In- 
ternational Relations. 

“But at the same time the U.N. 
is suffering a severe financial 
crisis as its members fail to pay 
their contribution to tbe budget,” 
be added. 

Dr. Ghali said cumulative dues 
to the U.N. amounted to $1.85 
billion. Tbe two leading debtors 

— the United States and Russia 

— respectively owe S55S million 
and $138 million. 

Dr. Gbali said tbe U.N.’s role 
had significantly increased since 
the the cold war ended and that 
over the last year the organisation 
had undertaken more peacekeep- 
ing missions than in its entire 


previous history. 

U.N. forces are now deployed 
in Lebanon, Cambodia, Angola,, 
and Bosnia-Hercegovina. A con- 
tigent is soon due to fly to the 
famine- torn African country of 
Somalia. 

Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin. promised Friday to pay the 
Uflited Nations $80 million of 
Moscow’s debt in September. 

Mr. Yeltsin also told the U.N. 
chief, on an official visit to Mos- 
cow, that Russia would cover its 
dues by giving another $80 mil- 
lion to tbe budget in the first 
quarter of next year.’ 

Former Soviet republics caught 
in a series of bloody conflicts 
have also pot in a bid for U.N 
peackeeping efforts over the past 
months. 

But Dr. Ghali said the U.N. 
would be especially cautious ab- 
out involving itself in any conflict 
which he said bad been launched 
by; separatist forces. 

“Tbe U.N. should not encour- 
age .the creation of micro-states,’’ 
faie-said. 



Butros Ghali 


Armenia, locked in bitter fight- 
ing with neighbouring Azerbaijan 
over the enclave of Nagorno- 
Karabakh says it would like U.N. 
peace k eepers to be sent to the 
region. Azerbaijan opposes the 
idea. 

In Moldova, Russian-speaking 
separatists in tbe self-styled 
Dnestr Republic have also ex- 
pressed interest in a U.N. 
peacekeeping force. . 


French polls show ‘yes’ vote gaining 


PARIS (R) — The latest opinion 
polls ahead of France's Sept. 20 
referendum on the Maastricht 
Treaty" show a jump in public 
support for European union fol- 
lowing President Francois Mitter- 
rand's television appearance last 
Thursday. • ■ ’ 

A survey of polls issued since 
tbe referendum was announced in 
June suggests support foj the 
“no” vote grew sharply to a peak, 
at the end. of August. 

The “yes" camp appears to 
have since staged a comeback 
after pro-European political lead- 
ers ended their rammer holidays 
and began campaigning. in ear- 


nest. . . ■ 

But the polls are subject to 
caution because they show up .to 
40 per cent of voters are still 
either undecided; unwilling to say 
how" they will vote, or unsure 
whether tiKk , vriJh"casr : baIlofa.- ' 

'■ Some polling' institutes include 
these voters, gjvnig results that 
say, for example; 34 per -cent 
“yes,” 23. per cent “no” and 18 
per cent abstention, 25 per cent 
undecided. 

• But most, simply factor 'the un- 
decided and abstentionists out of 
their calculation to give a simple 
yes-no result, while adding a 
qualifying footnote. 


In addition, polling organisa- 
tions say their margin of error is 
phis or minus three per cent. 

. A dozen more polls* are due to 
appear before next Saturday's 
midnight deadline. Under French 
. law toe publication of polls-'and 
commentaries on them is banned 
during toe last seven days before 
an election. 

However numerous organisa- 
tions, including political parties, 

. the governm e nt, banks and fore- 
. ign embassies have ordered pri- 
vate polls during that period, tbe 
unpublishable results of which 
are fikely to be reflected in stock 
market : swings. 


Belfast police charge 2 soldiers with murder 


BELFAST Northern Ireland 
(AP) — Moving wit‘ xtraordin- 
ary swiftness. in a case involving 
tbe British army," police have 
charged two soldi ers with 
murdering an 18-year-old Catho- 
lic teenager. 


guerrilla "group based in the Pro- 
testant community, claimed re- 
sponsibility. - • 


Mark Douglas Wright, 19, and 
James Fisher,. 24, both members 
of the Scots Guards, made a brief 
court appearance Saturday. A 
commanding officer in the Scots * 
Guards raid they would be held 
under 24-hoar armed guard.* 


They are charged with murder- 
ing 18-year-old Peter McBride. 


Witnesses said McBride had been 
stopped by soldiers, and was shot 
in the back as be ran away. 

Meanwhile Saturday, police 
said 29-year-old Samuel Jeffrey 
Rice was kilted by two masked 
men who burst into a home in 
Protestant East Belfast. The Uls- 
ter Volunteer Force, an outlawed 


Tbe proceedings ‘in Belfast 
Magistrates Court were in- 
terrupted by outbursts from 
McBride’s family. 

The dead man’s rister, Kelly, 
wept uncontrollably and ms 
father, Peter, shouted" at tbe 
Guardsmen, “bastard^. You 
scumbag.” 

. Earlier, be said his son was not 
involved .with the Irish Repobli- 
can Army or other guerrilla 
groups. 

Magistrate Ian Bamford 
threatened to clear the court. 

“I understand it is a very sen- 
sitive occasion," Mr. Bamford 
said, “but I have to give a warn- 
ing that this is a court of law and I 


would just like matters to pro- 
without 


ceed in a proper fashion 
in t erru ption." 

The army said toe area of 


Betfast where McBride was killed 
was toe responsibility of die Scots 
Guards. A month ago, an IRA 
sniper kilted a 24-year-old soldier 
from tbe rant in the same area. 

Local politicians questioned 
whether the soldiers violated 
guidelines on the use of force. 

“Unless soldiers believe their 
lives are in danger, they have no 
right to open fire, and they cer- 
tainly cahoot shoot a person in 
the bade who is running away, 
who has been searched, who is 
'■ known to be unarmed,” Belfast 
City Council member Brian 
Feeney of the Soda! Democratic 
and Labour Party; the largest 
Catholk>based party in Northern 

Ireland, said Friday. 

Joe Austin.a council member 
representing Sinn Fein, the poli- 
tical party that supports the IRA, 
raid: “There can be no justifica- 
tion for this brutal slayin g of a 
young man whose only crime was 
hb fear of those who ki fed him.” 


U.S. campaign enters home stretch with no clear favourite 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. presidential campaign en- 
ters its final stretch Monday, with 
Democratic challenger Bill Clin- 
ton defending a fragile lead over 
George Bush with just eight 
weeks remaining. 

Traditionally, Monday’s 
Labour Day holiday marks the 
formal start of tbe autumn cam- 
. But this year Mi. Bush and 
Clinton have been wooing 
voters — and slamming each 
other — all summer. 

Recent public opinion polls 
show Mr. Clinton again bolds a 
strong lead over Mr. Bush, a few 
weeks after Mr. Bush nearly 
dosed " the gap after the mid- 
August Republican Party conven- 
tion. 




Texan billionaire Ross Perot, 
who has since dropped out of the 
race. 

Now it is Mr. Bush who is 
lagpng, yet tbe president is said 
to prefer two rather than three 
debates, and a panel of journal- 
ists rather than a sihgte modera- 
tor. 

Mr. Clinton, as the current 
leader, would appear to have toe 
most to lose in a debate. 

But Mr. Buto apparently feels 
his time will be better spent in 
more controlled situations such as- 
carefully choreographed cam- 
paign events. 

Mr. Bush in recent days has 
been able to use his considerable 
powers of incumbency on toe 
campaign trail, boosting export 
opportunities for wheat farmers 


But tijp polls also show that rr 

voters’ sentiments are still highly and saving Jobs in Texas with a 
fluid and volatile, and few jet sale to Taiwan and inJFkmda 
analysts think the race is over - s * 1 * - 


Most say it will get for tighter 
before toe voting on Nov. 3. 

The candidates have not put 
their television advertising cam- 
paign into full swing. 

Plans for televised debates be- 
tween toe bro -candidates are up 
in tbe air after toe Bush campaign 
rejected a bipartisan commission 
plan for three debates and one 
vice presidential debate, each to 
be ted by a single moderator. 

Mr. Clinton accepted three de- 
bates with Mr. Bush when he was 
in third place behind Bosh and 


with a pledge to rebuild 
hurricane-devastated Homestead 
Air Force Base. 

IBs Democratic rival has ac- 
cused Mr. Bush of pandering and 
trying to buy Votes. 

“Yon get the feeling that if you 
raw George Bush giving a speech 
to a group of cannibals right 
before the election, he’d promise 
them missionaries,” Clinton aide 
Paul Bcgala commented. 

At the same time, Mr. Clinton 
has ton into new credibility prob- 
lems over his avoidance of utility 
ary service during the Vietnam 


War in the late 1960s. 

New details of this 23-year-old 
tale that emerged .last week* have 
reopened a debate over whether 
he has told all the truth, about 
bow he was able to stay out of the 
military and go to Oxford Uni- 
versity as a Rhodes scholar in 
1 969. 

. Mr. Bush campaign Chairman 
Robert Teeter says tbe president 
has halved Mr. Omton’s lead 
since the Republican convention 
and has begun c hippin g away at 

the remaining gap, particularly in 

traditional Republican stron- 
gholds. 

Yet polls give conflicting 
nals, some showing Mi*. Bi 
cat c hin g up and others showing 
him . tin king farther behind. 

In any case, Mr. Teeter rays 
voters tins year will deride at tbe 
last minute and vote for Mr. Bush 
just as they did for conservative 
John Major in last spring’s British 
election. 

“The last two or three weeks, 
tbe voters are going to make up 
their minds on winch one they 
trust to be in that Oval Office/’ 
Mr. Teeter said Thursday. - 

More troubling for Mr. Bush is 
ODe Opinion poll’s finding* that 
Mr. Clinton’s so-called “core sup- 
porters,” or strongly committed 
backere, now number 43 per cent 
of tbe electorate compared to 29 
per cent for Mr. Bush.' 

And 45 per cent of voters have 


flatly rated out voting for Mr. 
Bush, the poll showed. 

President Bush Saturday ex- 
tended to hurricane-damaged 
Ijcnhiana -10Q per cent federal 
a ss ist an ce for eligible costs, the 
same aid be has promised Flor- 
ida. ; 

“This additional relief is 
co ns istent with a request made by 
Gov: Edwin Edwards,” the 
White House Press Office 
announced white Mr. Bush was 
on ja c amp a i gn trip to-Ofaio. 

Last week, the president said 
tbe federal government would 


pkk up 100 per cent .of the 
eligible; costs of helping south 


Florida recover from the devasta- 
tion left in the wake of hurricane 
Andrew. 

The hmricane, which struck 
Fkaida and I/Hiisiana nearly two 
weeks ago, cfatid be the costliest 
disaster in U.S. history. Damage 
estimates, in Florida alone may 
reach $20 billion, officials say. . 

Saturday’s announcement said , 
Mr. Bush was afaenchng his Aug. 
26 .- disaster deefaratibn “in re- 
sponse to the' unprecedented 
damage and destraction. caused 
by hurricane Andrew.” 

The action waives , the usual 
cost-sharing requirements be- 
tween state and federal.' assist- 
ance. Normally, the federal gov-, 
entinent provides -75 per cent of 
such recovery costs. 

Meanwhile, the New York 


Times reported Sunday, the 
Federal Emer gency Manage ment 
• Agency (FEMA) is so understaf- 
fed and snarled in red tape th«f 
teas of thousands of victims of 
hurricane" Andrew arc unlikely to 
receive immediate financia l help. 

It said U.S. government relief 
checks were not reaching victims 

of the storm that kilted 41 people. 

. Officials at one major area 
bank in operation , since the day 
after the Aug. 24 storm told the 
newspaper that white numerous 
insu r an c e company checks had 
already arrived, there had been 
no sign of government relief 
.checks. 

The newspaper reported that 
victims of the. hurricane were 
u n li k e l y to receive irnm^ rp 
help and predicted that more 

than a month would go by before 

relief checks would begin to ar- 
rive. . 

It reported that FEMA, by the 
middle of last week, had paid out 
only $500,000 in several hundred 
checks to grant applicants in Flor- 
ida. 

Thie newspaper called the sum 
mmbeute, citing the fact that 
morejhan 80,000 booms were 
destroyed or damaged by toe 
stonn. 

A spokesman for FEMA was 
quoted by the newspaper as 
saying that the agency had been 

writing checks “faster than in anv 
other disaster ” ^ 



Prince Charles 
has knee surgery 

LONDON (API - Pnncc 
Charles had surgery to repair a 
tom cartilage in his left knee. 
Buckingham Palace said. The 
heir to the British throne was 
created at Queen’s Medical Cen- 
tre in Nottingham and was &£- 
char ged in the afternoon, the 
palace said. Prince Charier does 
not plan to cancel any public 
engagements because of the 
surgery, said the spokesman, 
sp eaki ng on condition of anony- 
mity. The marriage of Pnnre 
Charles and his wife, Pnnccss 
Diana, has been under press scni- 
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tiny in recent days over a tape- 
J - - — = 'faced io 


recorded conversation aJRc, - 
involve the princess. The Sun 
newspaper says the recording 
captured tbe princess talking to a 
male friend. During the call, th 


uioiw luring the call, the 

woman describes her mamage as 
“torture." and the man says, “I 
love you, 1 love you." James 
Gilbey. whom the paper identi- 
fied as the friend, has neither 
ran firmed nor denied the voice 
was his. 


Superman, 54, 
killed in brawl 
with fugitive? 


NEW YORK (AP) — Deader 
than a doornail. Unable to leap 
anything from 6 feet under. It's a 
corpse. It’s a cadaver. It’s Super- 
man. Clark Kent’s alter ego is 
beaded to the superhero hereaf- 
ter. “It is going to happen. Super- 
man is going to die in issue No. 

I 


75, in a fight with this doomsday 
des 


guy," a despondent DC comics 
spokeswoman, Martha Tho- 
mases, said. What? The dead 
man of steel? Curtains for the last 
Kryptonian? Holy funeral... oops, 
wrong comic. But don't dose the 
coffin on Metropolis' main man 
just yet. Yes, he will die, says DC 
comics Superman c litor Mike 
Carlin. But who knj™* what will 
happen after that? “He's the only 
Kryptonian left. We don't know 
what death means to a Krypto- 
nian,” Carlin told Advance Com- 
ics, an Illinois-based trade pub- 
lication that broke the story. 
“Death is final for earthlings,' 
death has been final for Joe 
Kryptonians whose planet blew 
up, but you never know. Like I 
said, never say never. Never say 
we wouldn't kill Superman, never 
say we wouldn't bong him back." 


S. African 
Anglicans ordain 
first women 

j CAPE TOWN (R) — South Afii- 
• ca’s Anglican Church, in a victory 
for Archbishop Desmond Tutu, 
ordained its first women priests 


Saturday. David Russel, Bishop 
of Grahai 


lamstown, ordained for- 
mer professor of political science 
Nancy Charton, theology gradu- 
ate Sue Groves and local deacon 
Bride Dickson. Archbishop Tutu, 
the first black head of the Angli- 
can Church in southern Amca 
and 1984 Nobel Peace Prize win- 
ner, campaigned strongly to have 
women admitted to the priest- 
hood, but was defeated repeated- 
ly until a synod last month- in 
■Swaziland. Arch Bishop Tutu, did 
not attend Saturday's ceremony, 
wept when the Swaziland syDoa 
approved the admission of 
women by the required two- 
thirds majority. 


Campbell grandson 
to attempt new 


empt new 
speed record 


LONDON (R) — A grandson of 
Sir Malcolm Campbell, die Brit- 


ish racing car driver who set land 
and water speed records more 
than half a century ago, is to 
make a new attempt at a record in 
a legendary Bluebird car. The 


- Telegraph said photo- 
grapher Don Wales, 31, had been 


chosen for the feat despite having 
no rating experience. He said he 


was [ticked to drive “purely be- 
ne.” wales 


cause of the family name. 
w ill attempt to set a wheel-driven 
world land speed record for an 
electric car in a revolutionary 250 
mph (400 kph) vehicle now 
nndergoing wind tunnel tests in 
»»meni England. “We are con- 
fident we can do it,” Wales said. 


‘Lost’ Beatles songs 

set for release 


LONDON (R) — A collection of 

losr songs by the Beatles is set to 
be released for the first time after 
tying locked up in recor di ng stn- 
vaults for more than 25 years, 
toe Sunday Tunes reported. The 
i ywspapcr said the songs m- 
anded numbers recorded at tbe 
north London Abbey jRoad Stn- 
dias of tbe record company EMI 
m 1965„ when the Uverpool-born 
group were at the height of their 
fame; It said toe planned release 
could put the Beatles, who spfit 
“nmomoosly in 1970, bat* at 
toe .tap of the pop charts. Neither 
EMI nor the group’s own record 
COni P«ty Apple was available for 
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comment on the report. But the 
Sunday Times said both com- 
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panes were cooperating in the 
*«ease of the recordings as part 
of a wider Beatles anthology^ 
spne (angled legal over 

rights to imtBiiaj 
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